
The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Lakeland, FL

Permit No. 254

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1807 S. FLORIDA AVE.

Fl
or

id
a  

    
 A

ve

v

South Florida Avenue
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803-2653

Return Service Requested

Does God care what a person believes in matters of religion? Can a person’s beliefs effect his or her own soul? Can 
a person’s beliefs effect the souls of others? In answer to these questions, consider what Paul wrote to Timothy, 
“Be diligent [study, KJV] to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 16But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17And 
their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18who have strayed concerning the 
truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some” (2 Timothy 2:15-18). First, 
we can know what we believe does matter by considering Paul’s charge to “rightly divide” the truth. “Rightly divid-
ing [handling aright, ASV]” is from a tent making term having to do with reassembling a tent because its fabric was 
correctly taken apart when camp was broken and moved to another location. If there is a “right” way to divide the 
word of truth, then there is a potentially wrong way to divide the truth (Galatians 1:6-9). Because we must handle 
aright the word of truth, what we believe does matter! Second, we can know what we believe does matter by con-
sidering Hymenaeus and Philetus. Paul said that they were of the type who “increase to more ungodliness” and 
who “strayed concerning the truth.” What was it that caused them to increase in ungodliness and to stray? They 
believed and taught that “the resurrection is already past”! Something as plain as the resurrection (continued below)

Does It Matter What We Believe?

Brian

Friday thru Sunday, August 8-10 will be 
the annual Teen Recharge at Weeki Wachee Christian Camp. 
Directed by Wayne Shearer and Holly Thornhill. The theme: 
“It’s More Blessed to Give than to Receive” (Acts 20:35). 
Sunday, August 10 will be our next Lads to Leaders 
day. Our young people are in full gearing-up mode. We 
appreciate your help. We will have a schedule of events soon.
Saturday, August 16 will be our next youth 
devotional and activity. It will be hosted by the Bingles. Stay 
tuned for further details and ways you can help.
Saturday, August 16 the Airport Road church of 
Christ (Valdosta, GA) will host GIGS (Girls in God’s Service).

(continued from above) had to be believed and taught 
exactly as the word of truth reveals. ”The resurrec-
tion” was not past then and is not past now (as some 
teach, even today). “The resurrection” here refers to the 
bodily resurrection at the end of time (1 Thessalonians 
4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:1-57). Not only did their belief 
cause them to stray, it was also cause to “overthrow the 
faith of some”! What Hymenaeus and Philetus believed 
and taught about the resurrection ruined the faith of 
others. Yes, it does matter what we believe! Let us not 
be deceived by the religious world nor by secular soci-
ety, it does matter what we believe about God, Jesus, 
the Bible, the cross, and all the 
“doctrine of Christ” (2 John 9)! 
Let’s be sure to believe and do 
“the word of truth”!
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Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat.........Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

WEB PAGES
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

www.sfacc.net

The Parable of the Vacationist

Now it came to pass that as summer was at hand, Mr. Church Member 
lifted up his eyes unto the hills and said, “Lo, the hot days come, 

and even now are at hand. Come, let us go to the shore where cool breezes 
refresh us and pleasant scenes await.” 

“Thou speakest wisely,” said Mrs. 
Church Member. “Yet four things we 
must do first.” “Three things I can 
think of, but not four,” responded Mr. 
Church Member. “We must arrange for 
our flowers to be cared for, our lawn 
watered, and the mail to be forwarded. 
But the fourth eludes my mind.” 

“The fourth is like unto the first 
three,” she said, “yet more important 
than all. Thou shalt dig into thy purse 
and leave thy Lord’s day contributions 
for the time when we are absent, that the 

good name of the congregation shall be preserved, and their bills paid, 
that it may be well with thee. For, verily, I say unto thee, thou has more 
money now than thou wilt when thou dost return.” 

And it came to pass that Mr. Church Member left his Lord’s day 
contributions for the entire time they would be absent from services. He 
enjoyed his vacation. The family went to church every Sunday while they 
were away from home. And the treasurer of their home congregation 
rejoiced greatly, saying, “Of a truth, there are those who care for the 
Lord’s work!”



The Son of Man and Compassion  
Gary C. Hampton

Though it might seem to be improper for polite conversation, compassion is usually the 
English translation for splanchnizomai meaning properly “to be moved as to one’s bowels, 
hence to be moved with compassion, have compassion, (for the bowels were thought to be 
the seat of love and pity)” (Thayer 584). It is a fitting description for Jesus, as is seen by 

the fact that inspired men used it twelve times (Matthew 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 18:27; 20:34; Mark 1:41; 
6:34; 8:2; 9:22; Luke 7:13; 10:33; 15:20).

Jesus taught about compassion in answer to the lawyer’s question, “And who is my neighbor?” The 
Samaritan, in contrast to the priest and the Levite, saw the man who had been wounded and left for dead 
and had compassion on him. It was displayed in his pouring oil and wine on his wounds, bandaging 
them, setting him on his own beast of burden, taking him to an inn and caring for him (Luke 10:25-37). 
The Master also described the compassionate father of the prodigal running to him, falling on his neck 
and kissing him, before killing the fatted calf for a celebratory feast (Luke 15:11-24).

Jesus demonstrated compassion toward the hungry, sick, demon possessed and bereaved. He had 
compassion on the hungry multitudes, which led Him to feed the four thousand (Matthew 15:32-38; 
Mark 8:1-9). Our compassionate Lord touched and healed the leper (Mark 1:40-42). He cast unclean 
spirits out of those who were demon-possessed (Mark 5 5:1-20; 9:14-29). Jesus raised the son of the 
widow of Nain (Luke 7:11-17).

Jesus’ compassion for the lost was boundless. The Savior saw people as a ripened harvest desperately 
needing workers to bring it in, then sent the disciples out by twos to preach (Matthew 9:36-10:1, 
5-15). Our saddened Lord, who had just learned of the death of John, took the disciples aside to rest 
(Matthew 14:13a; Mark 6:30-32; Luke 9:10). The multitudes learned of it and followed (Luke 9:11a). 
His compassion compelled Him to tell them about the kingdom, healing their sick and feeding the five 
thousand (Matthew 14:13b-21; Luke 9:11b-17).

The Son of God came to earth as a man because He was compassionate (Hebrews 2:5-8). The 
Incarnate Son of Man tasted of death for every man (Hebrews 2:9-10). His purpose was to sanctify 
man and deliver him from bondage to the fear of death (Hebrews 2:11-15). He served as a merciful and 
faithful High Priest (Hebrews 2:16-17). Jesus understood mankind was being tempted (Hebrews 2:18), 
which “referred first to the action of putting someone to the test to see what good or evil is in the one 
tested, and second, because so many broke down under the test and committed sin, the word came to 
mean a ‘solicitation to do evil’” (Wuest 66). He came to give them “aid,” properly “to run to the cry (of 
those in danger); hence univ. to help, succor, bring aid” (Thayer).

God’s Son showed compassion for the multitudes when He fed them, healed their sick and sent the 
disciples forth on the limited commission. Yet, no greater act of compassion has ever been displayed 
than Jesus’ death on Calvary. Thank God for our compassionate Lord!
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July 27, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .............................Tucker Sweeney.
Prayer ..........................................................Paul Romine

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny. French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .....................................  Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .............................................. Casey. Paulin
Opening Prayer ....................................... Antonio Martin
Closing Prayer .............................................. Jim Turner
Greeters ....................................... C. J. & Kelcey. Grimes
Att. Cards......... ...Sebastian Rapley. & Quadarius Askew
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny. French

Wed. July 30, 2014
Song Leader .................................................Ken Walker 
Opening Prayer ........................................ Bob McAnally. 
Closing Prayer ..........................................Brian Keny.on

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  August 3,, 2014
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer ............................................................. Jim Turner

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ....................................David Anderson 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ....................................Tucker Sweeney.
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner
Opening Prayer ..............................................Jeff Bingle
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
Greeters ................................... Josh & Marissa Estridge
Att. Cards .................... Ian Enamorado & Paul Sweeney.
Open & Close Building ........................ Jimmy. Sweeney.
                         Wed. August 6,, 2014
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ................................................. Phil Fife
Closing Prayer ............................................. Ky.le Bingle

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Jun 29 .................................. $4,726.40
Jul  06 .................................. $3,488.15
Jul  13 .................................. $4,682.50
Jul  20 .................................. $4,541.06
Contribution Average ......... $4,471.63
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby. ................. Table  ...................... Paul Romine
Casey. Paulin ................. Assist ...................... Chuck Wy.att

August

Prayer List
Our Members:  Sam Bolding is now in rehab at Oakbridge 

Health Care Center. The family has requested no visitors 
at this time. Dick & Joyce Burbage,  Ann Howard, Duane 
Nelson, Bill Burton, JoAnn Hoback, Margaret Coone & 
SharonWashington. 

Relatives:   Wayne Hendrix, & JoAnn Smith. 
Shut In Members:  Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee & 

Louise Starks.
Others: William Smith, Vera Jackson, Marilyn Eick, Jo 

Schnell, Frank Wood, Christina Fuessner, Bonnie Hen-
dricks & Kathy Peel.

Upcoming Events 
Aug.2nd: - Ladies Brunch at the Sebring Parkway church 

of Christ, at 9:00 am.  A flyer is posted on the bulletin 
board with more information. If you are planning to go, 
please see Jagie Kenyon.

Aug. 4th - 7th: - Gospel Meeting and VBS at the Kissim-
mee church of Christ.  The theme is “The Gospel Fleet”. 
Guest speaker will be Scott Cain.  For more information, 
see the flyer on the bulletin board.

Visitors
George & Ann French, Nancy Jacobs, Jennifer Kelly, Linda 

Pennington, David & Tina Stout.

Correction
The address for Sam and Judy Crow is 1240 Brockway 

Court, Lakeland, Florida 33801.                                

Hither, Thither and Yon
Sharon Egolf left Monday, traveling to Georgia and 

Michigan to visit relatives.  She is not sure when she will return.  
Pamela Share will travel to Austin, Texas this Saturday to visit 
her sister. There are others who may be traveling at this time.  
Please keep all of them in your prayers.  Also remember those 
who are serving in the military.

July

Kenny. French ................ Table  ................... Charles Paulin
Bob Pratt ....................... Assist ...................... C. J. Grimes

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“The Safest Place”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

A word fitly spoken is like apples of
gold in pictures of silver. Proverbs 25:11


