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Return Service Requested

If “Evil company corrupts good habits” (1 Cor. 15:33, NKJ), then godly company strengthens good habits! Last 
week a total of nineteen (four adults and fifteen children) from the South Florida Avenue church of Christ attended 
Central Florida Bible Camp. The theme was centered around James 1:17, “Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.” 
The gifts from God studied throughout the week were longsuffering, knowledge, trust, acceptance, and matu-
rity. The week was spent studying 
God’s word and enjoying the fel-
lowship that God made possible 
through the cross. We appreciate 
our eldership for including in our 
budget the room to assist some 
financially. May God continue to 
bless our young people (and those 
who work with them!

Camping . . .“Toward Canaan’s Happy Land”

Brian

Brian

Sunday, July 13 Will be our next Lads to 
Leaders Sunday. Let us get involved in this work 
of the Lord. Not only will it build up our young 
people’s faith, but it will also help strengthen the 
congregation! We will be studying Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians this year!

Jesus still says that His disciples are made by “baptizing ... in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” and “teaching ... 
to observe all things” commanded by Him (Matthew 28:19-20). Five

Thankful for Baptisms at Camp

Left back: camp directors, Rusty Hilliard and 
Alan Mullins; Front row: Zsazeli, Madison, Kyle, 
Heidi, and Lorelly; Back right: Brian Kenyon 

of our teenagers were bap-
tized: Heidi and Kyle Bingle, 
Madison Caffee, and Lorelly 
and Zsazeli Enamorado.  Each 
of these were baptized when 
they were younger, but felt 
that baptism was not for the 
right reasons. We rejoice  with 
the angels in heaven! May we 
be an encouragement to them 
to stay faithful!  

Announcements

Saturday, July 19 Will be our next 
youth devotional and activity. While over the 
summer some may be away from home, others 
will not, and we would like to consistently 
involve our youth at least once a month in an 
“extracurricular”  church activity. If you want to 
host this event, the sign up sheet is in the foyer.



Jerry Bates

A Friendly Church With a Vital Message Proclaiming the Unsearchable Riches of the Lord Jesus.
The Messenger is published  weekly by the South Florida Ave. Church of Christ meeting at 1807 South Florida Ave - Lakeland, FL 33803   Vol. 67  No. 28  7- 15-14

MESSENGER
 The South Florida Avenue The South Florida Avenue

ELDERS
David Anderson
Kenny French 

Bobby Sheumaker

DEACONS
Jeff Bingle

Jimmy Sweeney
Chuck Wyatt

MINISTER
Robert McAnally
(863) 682-3600

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Brian Kenyon
(863) 944-8565

SECRETARY
Virginia Walker

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702 

SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat.........Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

WEB PAGES
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

www.sfacc.net

What Is True Love?

Love is a popular topic in today’s world. The popular refrain is that 
we should just love one another. The apostle John talked a great 
deal about love, so much so that he is called the Apostle of Love. 

He declared that love is necessary to being a disciple of Christ, so that if we 
do not love our brothers in Christ, we have not been born of God (1 John 
4:7-8). What does it mean to love our brothers? In 1 John 3:14-15 John 
wrote, “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love 
the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. Everyone who hates 
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life 
abiding in him.” We see that love and hate are opposites. There are only two 
options. We either love or hate; there is no in-between. If we hate, it is the 
same as being a murderer.

Most people look at these verses and assume that they love everyone. 
After all, if hating is like being a murderer, then it is easy to say we do not 
hate anyone. We do not want to hurt anyone; therefore, we do not hate. If 
we do not hate, then we must love, since there are only two options. Thus, 
according to this view, love is simply the absence of doing anything bad. 
This makes love easy, because we can love by doing nothing.

In contrast to the above view, look at how John viewed love. In 1 John 
3:17 he wrote, “But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?” 
In other words, love means helping someone who is in need. This does not 
refer to a stranger begging on the street, but to a brother whom you know is in 
need. If we do not help, we do not love. If we do not love, then obviously we 
must hate, since there are only two options. According to John, love means 
doing good to others. Love is not merely the absence of doing anything bad; 
it is the presence of good actions. This makes love hard. True love is not 
easy; nevertheless, God demands true love from His disciples.



Marriage: The Relationship  
Randall Evans

Every marriage has both good times and bad. A preview of this is often found in the wedding vows. We 
vow our undying love for better or for worse. Most of us hope for more of the better than we do of the 
worse. Yet, every marriage, no matter how good, has times of conflict and difficulty. So, what are some 

of the most common problems? Notice a few sources and solutions.

Money Problems: Money ranks near the top of virtually every survey done on marital difficulties. Money in 
and of itself actually is not the problem. It is the abuse and misuse of money that is the problem. Some people are 
just not willing to compromise when it comes to what they want in life from a material standpoint. Because of this, 
married couples find themselves spending all they have earned and then some. God requires us to be good stewards 
(1 Corinthians 4:2), and this certainly includes being stewards of our money.

The first rule of money is to put God at the top of the list (Matthew 6:33). Having a budget is essential in 
managing money, but we must make sure we put God at the top of that budget. We also need to communicate 
together as husband and wife about the family finances. No major purchases should be made without consulting 
one’s mate. Finally, we must live within our means. Being content with what we have will take us a long way 
toward living within our means (Philippians 4:11).

Roles and Division of Labor: Today many households are two income households. Both the husband and 
wife work. This creates a more comfortable lifestyle for the family in terms of finances, but many times it creates 
havoc in terms of peace and harmony in the home. Both husbands and wives feel overwhelmed because there is 
so much work and so little time. The solution here is to let God lead the home and not allow the world to lead us 
(1 Timothy 5:8; Titus 2:5).

In-Laws: When you marry, you marry into a family. However, before long, there are conflicts many times with 
the family of one’s spouse. The key here is to never let family come between your marriage relationship. Always 
put each other before your mother, father, brothers, sisters, etc.

Busy Lives: Being too busy can harm family harmony. People today are busy working, busy recreating and 
busy with their children’s activities. Then, if they have time, they give God four hours of their week. Some folks run 
themselves into the ground and then wonder why they cannot be good husbands and good wives as well as good 
parents. The answer is to be balanced and do everything in moderation. Doing this will not only help your marriage, 
but it will also help your children. Remember they are watching our examples (1 Corinthians 11:1).

Communication: So many problems today could be avoided with communication. Expectations from both 
the husband and the wife go unfulfilled because there is no communication of those expectations. Problems go 
unidentified and unresolved because of a lack of communication between mates. So, what is the solution? Start 
today communicating. Talk to each other. When? All of the time. About what? Everything. This will help ease so 
many problems that come about because of the lack of communication. Be kind in this communication. There is no 
room for arguing in marriage. Arguing destroys peace and serenity in the home. When you face a problem, solve it 
quickly. Do not let the sun go down on your wrath (Ephesians 4:26).

A Work in Progress: Marriage is truly a work in progress. Whatever problems arise, we need to be ready 
to solve them. Today’s small problem can fester and turn into tomorrow’s catastrophe. We need to be ready and 
willing to improve our marriages, read books, go to marriage seminars and communicate about improvements that 
need to be made. If all else fails, we should be willing to go and get professional help. We take tax advice from 
accountants and health advice from doctors, but many are ashamed to seek advice for their marriages. If we face 
problems in marriage we need to be humble enough to admit it and smart enough to seek wise counsel. Only a 
Christian counselor will do. Advice in marriage is only good if it is based on God’s Word. If we keep doing things 
the same old way and expect different results, then we are fooling ourselves. Let us commit today to making our 
marriages the best they can be!



July 13, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Brian Kenyon
Prayer .......................................................... C. J. Grimes

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................  Charles Sanford
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .............................................. Casey Paulin
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix
Closing Prayer ............................................Fred Rapley
Greeters ........................................... The Kenyon Family
Att. Cards......... ...Sebastian Rapley & Quadarius Askew.
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny French

Wed. July 16, 2014
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer ....................................... Fred Strickland

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  July 20, 2014
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ....................................................... Jason Hendrix

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny French 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .................................Bobby Sheumaker
Closing Prayer ..................................... Charles Sanford
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader .............................................. Casey Paulin
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby Sheumaker
Greeters ...................................... Robert & June Cooper
Att. Cards .................Quadarius Askew. & Paul Sw.eeney
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny French
                         Wed. July 23, 2014
Song Leader ..............................................Steve Hunley
Opening Prayer .........................................Brian Kenyon
Closing Prayer ........................................ Jason Hendrix

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Jun 15 .................................. $4,140.52
Jun 22 .................................. $4,310.00
Jun 29 .................................. $4,726.40
Jul  06 .................................. $3,488.15
Contribution Average ......... $4,461.25
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby ................. Table  ...................... Paul Romine
Casey Paulin ................. Assist ...................... Chuck Wyatt

Prayer List
Our Members:  Sam Bolding, Dick & Joyce Burbage,  

Duane Nelson, Bill Burton, JoAnn Hoback, Margaret 
Coone & SharonWashington. 

Relatives:  Lewis Tillis’s doctors said they have done all 
they can for him. Dorothy Trice, Wayne Hendrix, & 
JoAnn Smith. Also, remember Jason Hendrix in the pass-
ing of his great grandmother, Grace Duke on Monday 
at the age of 102.

Shut In Members:  Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee & 
Louise Starks.

Others: Vera Jackson,  Marilyn Eick, Jo Schnell (who has 
cancer). Frank Wood, Christina Fuessner, Bonnie Hen-
dricks & Kathy Peel.

Upcoming Events 
July 13th  - Fellowship in Service after our evening worship. 

This is a great time to fellowship with other Christians, 
and to write cards to the sick and to those who need our 
encouragement.

July 13th:  - Lads to Leaders will meet.
July 19th: - The men’s breakfast will be held at the Medulla 

church of Christ at 8:00 am.
Aug.2nd: - Ladies Brunch at the Sebring Parkway church 

of Christ, at 9:00 am.  A flyer is posted on the bulletin 
board with more information. 

Visitors
Mason & Kinley Barfield, Jasmine Taja, Josiah & Jaxon 

Brown, Nancy Jacobs, David & Tina Stout.

Congratulations
To a proud Bob McAnally, whose newest great 

granddaughter, Caroline Jo Hueter, arrived into this world on 
July 3rd, weighing in at 8 lbs, 10 oz.  Her parents are Courtney 
& Jared Hueter, and grand parents are Jack and Elizabeth Sisk.

New Address
Jeremy & Stefani Padilla’s new address: 640 Whatley Dr. 

Ashburn, GA 31714.  It will also be posted on the bulletin board.

July

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Earth’s Most Sacred Spot”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


