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“There is none righteous, no, not one,” and then added, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Rom. 3:23, NKJ). However, our response to sin is what “makes or breaks” our soul. There are two Biblical exam-
ples of individuals who sinned similar sins. One was forgiven; the other was not. Though Peter strongly affirmed 
that he would not deny knowing Jesus (Matthew 26:34-35), he sinned by so doing (Matthew 26:69-74). Judas ne-
gotiated a price of thirty silver pieces to betray Jesus (Matthew 26:14-16), and signaled with a kiss who Jesus was 
to His angry capturer’s (Matthew 26:48-50). Peter “wept bitterly” when he realized he sinned (Matthew 26:75). 
Judas “was remorseful and brought back the thirty pieces of silver,” and even confessed, “I have sinned by betray-
ing innocent blood” (Matthew 27:3-4). Peter was restored to fellowship with God because he evidently repented of 
his sin (cf. John 21:15-23), and is known as a faithful apostle. Judas “went and hanged himself” (Matthew 27:5 cf. 
Acts 1:16-20), and is known as the “son of perdition [destruction, ESV]” (John 17:12). What 
is the difference between these two men? Each changed his mind and each regretted the 
sin he committed. The difference is that Peter not only changed his mind, but he also came 
to Jesus as fast as he could when he realized He was present (John 21:7). Judas did not go 
all the way back to Jesus! When we sin, we must first remember that God is love (1 John 
4:8), and, like the prodigal son’s father, He is eager to forgive and (continued bottom right) 

When We Sin . . .

Brian

Sunday, July 13 Will be our 
next Lads to Leaders Sunday. Let us get 
involved in this work of the Lord. Not only 
will it build up our young people’s faith, but 
it will also build up the adult workers’ faith, 
and will help strengthen the congregation! 

Saturday, July 19 Will be our next youth devotional and 
activity. While over the summer some may be away from home, others 
will not, and we would like to consistently involve our youth at least 
once a month in an “extracurricular”  church activity. If you want to 
host this event, the sign up sheet is in the foyer.

Sin is a problem with accountable people. Paul declared, 

(continued from above) to welcome us back home 
(Luke 15:18-20). Secondly, when we sin, we need 
to repent. Paul said that “godly sorrow produces 
repentance leading to salvation, not to be regret-
ted; but the sorrow of the world produces death” 
(2 Corinthians 7:10). Peter displayed “godly sor-
row;” Judas’ sorrow was “of the world.” Thirdly, 
when we sin, we need to confess that particular 
sin to God (1 John 1:9), and to those within the 
sphere it was committed (James 5:16a cf. Mat-
thew 18:15-17). We need not confess a private 
sin publicly. Fourthly, when we sin, we must 
re-adjust our lives to God’s will (2 Corinthians 
7:11), including forgiving ourselves. Do we need 
to repent of sin? God is waiting with open arms 
to forgive and welcome us back home!

We have 15 young people and 4 adults at Bible camp this week. Please 
pray for their safety and for a great week of learning God’s word in a fun

and friendly environment. Thanks to our 
eldership for helping some of our kids go. We 
are blessed with a such great opportunities!



Tim Childs
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SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching
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Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
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Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.
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Three Wooden Crosses
 

Decades ago, there were three large wooden crosses set up along the 
highway in various locations across the South. For years now, these 

have served to remind travelers on their journey of God’s indescribable gift 
of a Savior so desperately needed to deliver us from our sins (Matthew 1:21).

Within three miles of this writer stand three wooden crosses. However, 
with the passing of time, the view has become almost completely obstructed 
by the overgrowth of trees and bushes. Today, very few make eye contact with 
these crosses, and few know where they are located.

“Out of sight, out of mind” is a familiar saying that carries the idea that 
something is easily forgotten or dismissed as unimportant if it is not in our 
direct view. Could God’s redeemed ever forget or dismiss the cross as being 
unimportant, outdated or irrelevant in our lives and for our time?

So many worldly things compete for our attention and devotion. If we lose 
sight of the most valuable things (those that are spiritual and pertain to the 
kingdom of heaven), we will be shut out when Jesus comes. In Luke 14:15-
24, Jesus taught and warned of this in His Parable of the Great Supper. Still 
today, most people do not make time for God. People are still honing their 
excuse-making skills. Through the centuries, Jesus’ words still ring, “That 
none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper” (vs. 24). 
Whatever worldly things that crop up to divert our attention from Christ, the 
cross and his subsequent demands on our lives must be cleared away. It’s an 
ongoing process.

In the original language, the word translated “looking” in Hebrews 12:2 
is defined by Thayer as “to turn the eyes away from other things and fix them 
on something.” In the context, it has reference to Christ and His cross. Down 
the road, the cross, the greatest symbol of love, mercy and grace to ever 
be bestowed upon mankind, is covered over by the symbol of neglect and 
indifference. Is the cross of Christ clearly in view each day as we make our 
pilgrimage?



We Need a Lot of Prayer 
Andy Robison

 
Luke’s preface to Jesus’ parable in Luke 18 explains its purpose: “that men ought always to pray 

and not lose heart” (v. 1). The former is the prerequisite of the latter.
 

Without prayer, losing heart would happen quickly and last long. We inhabit a violence-laden 
world in which tyrants of different sorts oppress and murder the poor and the helpless. The 
political arena mirrors the cultural war in combative tones. Denominations corrupt the pure 

Gospel of salvation. Even congregations of the Lord’s church squabble over everything from the pettiness 
of finances to the weighty matters of doctrine. Discouragement at mankind’s lack of empowerment to solve 
these problems can be overwhelming to the contemplative.

 
Then, there is prayer. The earthly story Jesus chose to illustrate His heavenly meaning (Luke 18:2-8) 

was, as usual, one of simple import. As usual, it highlighted curious characters. A selfish, godless, judiciary 
appointee cared not for justice for a poor widow seeking mediation in regard to her oppressive adversary. 
He did not fear God. Therefore, as is often the case with the godless, he felt no need to give any regard to 
his fellow man, especially one as lowly in societal ranks as a widow without wealth (Luke 18:2, 4). The 
woman had no hope in the sight of her adversary or this useless go-between. Well did she fit the Preacher’s 
pitiful description: “Then I considered all the oppression that is done under the sun: And look! The tears 
of the oppressed, But they have no comforter – On the side of their oppressors is power, But they have no 
comforter” (Ecclesiastes 4:1).

 
Her salvation, however, was in her persistence. With full-blown selfishness intact, the unjust judge 

relented, “Though I do not fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge 
her, lest by her continual coming she weary me” (Luke 18:4b-5). The Lord made more than adequate 
application: “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day 
and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily” (7-8a).

 
The last line of the parable propels readers of all ages to application: “Nevertheless, when the Son of 

Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (8b). So, what about it? Will He?
 
A temptation technique the devil surely relishes is the tendency of right-minded people to be overwhelmed 

and discouraged by the presence of so much evil at so many levels in their surroundings. Will anything ever 
work out for right? Can there ever be any good that will triumph?

 
The Christian needs reminded of the reward of persistence. “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). This 
is the command. The precious promise ensues: “[A]nd the peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7).

 
It is time for prayer. It is time to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).



July 13, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Brian Kenyon
Prayer .......................................................... C. J. Grimes

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................  Charles Sanford
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader .............................................. Casey Paulin
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix
Closing Prayer ............................................Fred Rapley
Greeters ........................................... The Kenyon Family
Att. Cards......... ...Sebastian Rapley & Quadarius Askew.
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny French

Wed. July 16, 2014
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer ....................................... Fred Strickland

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  July 6, 2014
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ........................................................ Josh Estridge

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny French 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ..........................................Chuck Wyatt
Closing Prayer ........................................... C. J. Grimes
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader .............................................. Casey Paulin
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Closing Prayer ........................................Charles Paulin
Greeters .......................................Kenny & Reba French
Att. Cards ............... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny French
                         Wed. July 9, 2014
Song Leader ............................................ Antonio Martin
Opening Prayer .........................................Frank Hamby
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Jun 08 ...................................$5,711.47
Jun 15 .................................. $4,140.52
Jun 22 .................................. $4,310.00
Jun 29 .................................. $4,726.40
Contribution Average ......... $4,498.68
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby ................. Table  ...................... Paul Romine
Casey Paulin ................. Assist ...................... Chuck Wyatt

Prayer List
Our Members:  Sam Bolding, Dick & Joyce Burbage,  

Duane Nelson, Bill Burton, JoAnn Hoback, Margaret 
Coone & SharonWashington. 

Relatives:  Dorothy Trice is in LRMC. Carla Moore’s cous-
ins, Mr. & Mrs. Hudson, Wayne Hendrix, JoAnn Smith 
& Lewis Tillis.

Shut In Members:  Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee & 
Louise Starks.

Others: Vera Jackson,  Marilyn Eick, Jo Schnell (friend of 
Darnell & Jane Kirkland)who has cancer. Frank Wood, 
Christina Fuessner, Bonnie Hendricks & Kathy Peel.

Upcoming Events 
July 6th:  - Fellowship in Service after our evening worship. 

This is a great time to fellowship with other Christians, 
and to write cards to the sick and to those who need our 
encouragement.

July 13th:  - Lads to Leaders will meet.
July 19th: - The men’s breakfast will be held at the Medulla 

church of Christ at 8:00 am.

Visitors
Tiffany Jackson, Jane Jessee, Alicia Smith & Latraile, 

David & Tina Stout, Colleen Wade, Dr. Debra Okolichany & 
Megan, Aiyanna, Naomi & Shalaya Zamot.

Farewell Party
There will be a farewell party for Jeremy, Stefani & James 

Padilla next Sunday evening (July 6th) after our evening 
worship service.  Please bring finger foods, drinks and desserts.  
If you would like to contribute to a money tree to help them as 
they begin their new work in Georgia, please see Rene Bingle 
or Tonya Anderson.

Hither, Thither and Yon
Bruce & Dolores Longfellow will be traveling to Michigan 

and will be gone for 3 weeks.  Keep them, others who may 
be traveling, and those serving in the military in your prayers.

July

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“The Three Crosses”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


