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GETTING TO THE HEART

WHERE IS YOUR PLACE AT THE WALL?
In the opening chapters of Nehemiah, we see a man who was consumed with God’s plan for his life. His zeal 

for God’s work was evident in the way he handled himself before the king, the way he responded when told about 
the state of Jerusalem and the planning he did while waiting for the right opportunity. Further, it was because of that 
zeal that Nehemiah accomplished such great things in God’s kingdom.

His zeal led him to the walls and gates of a tattered city. When Nehemiah reached his beloved town, he found a 
place in ruins and people who did not care one way or another. Their city – God’s city – was in terrible shape, and 
no one was doing anything about it. Nehemiah inspected, was honest in his assessment of the city, and got to work 
on God’s kingdom.

If we are honest with ourselves about God’s kingdom today, it’s not in much better shape than Jerusalem in 
Nehemiah’s day. The walls of the church (not the buildings) are broken and the gates are burned – and maybe that is 
the big reason that we do not see many people these days entering the gates of the kingdom.

It is about time we fixed the city – the church. It is time that we inspect the walls and figure out where we can 
do some renovation and rebuilding on God’s city, the church, Jesus’ body. The walls are broken and the gates are 
burning – have you found your place to renovate and rebuild yet?

Ernest S. Underwood 

Sometimes ideas for my articles originate at rather odd places, not always as one is bent over his desk with his 
open Bible. Not long ago, I was having a cup of coffee with a good friend. As usual, our conversation turned to 
spiritual matters. As we were discussing why some folks hear the truth but never seem to understand it or obey it, 
he made the observation that the truth had never reached their hearts. I believe that he hit the nail on the head. Too 
many, and one is too many, are like those in the Parable of the Sower. They hear the Word, but before it can reach 
the heart and lodge therein, the devil steals it away. Take this little test: When you hear someone teaching biblical 
truth about the one church, does it reach your heart and make you want to be a member of that church, or do you just 
push it aside by saying that one church is as good as another? Again, when you read, “Arise and be baptized and 
wash away your sins…” do you let this truth sink into your heart and bring forth fruit? Then, when you read: “God 
is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth” do you listen, or do you say that it 
doesn’t matter how one worships?

Friend, is God’s Word penetrating your heart?

~ Chad Ezelle ~
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What the Bible Says about Mercy
 

Adam B. Cozort

Mercy is defined by Webster as: “That benevolence, mildness or 
tenderness of heart which disposes a person to overlook injuries, or 
to treat an offender better than he deserves… It implies benevolence, 
tenderness, mildness, pity or compassion, and clemency, but exercised 
only towards offenders.”

Mercy is not a common attribute to be found in the world, nor is 
it as common as it should be in the church. An individual’s general 
inclination is to repay a wrong by making sure the offender gets 
“what he deserves.” Yet, the child of God is required to be a merciful 
individual. Solomon wrote, “Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: 
bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart” 
(Proverbs 3:3). The attribute of mercy is one that is required by God if 
one is to be found faithful. 

The importance of mercy is further emphasized by Jesus when He 
stated, “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 
5:7). In order for us to obtain the forgiveness of God, we must be 
willing to show mercy (the attribute that leads to forgiveness) in our 
own lives. Jesus illustrated this with the Parable of the Unmerciful 
Servant in Matthew 18:23-35. He concluded that parable by stating: 
“So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses” (vs. 35).

May we understand and implement the attribute of mercy in our 
lives, enabling us to present the attributes of God in our own lives and 
to receive the forgiveness so desperately needed from our Creator.

What the Bible Says about Mercy
Adam B. Cozort



Is it “God” or “a god”?
Bradley S. Cobby

T
hey come to the door, always wanting to study the Bible with you. They are very 
sincere in their beliefs, and they have converted many throughout the years. They are 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and we need to be able to withstand and combat their false 
teachings. Many of their false ideas could be pointed out, but this article will only deal 

with one.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that Jesus was the very first created being, and not God in 
the flesh. In an attempt to justify themselves in this teaching, they have produced their own 
version of the Bible (the New World Translation), which blatantly changes the meaning of 
certain passages. The most glaring example of this is John 1:1, which in their version reads, 
“In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was a god.” Almost 
all other translations say “and the Word was God.” They appeal to a non-existent Greek rule 
for this change, yet oddly enough do not follow their made-up rule in the other four cases that 
appear in the very same chapter! If one were to follow this supposed rule, the Bible would say 
the following: “There was a man sent from a god” (John 1:6), “as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of a god” (John 1:12), “which were born, not…of the 
will of man, but of a god” (John 1:13), “no man has seen a god at any time” (John 1:18). Can 
you see how ridiculous this becomes, just from this small sampling?

Colossians 1:16 states of Jesus Christ, “for by him were all things created…all things were 
created by him and for him.” However, in the New World Translation, they have added a word, 
so that it reads “by means of him all [other] things were created… All [other] things have been 
created through him and for him.” They added the word “other” to imply that Jesus was first 
created, and thus was not God. The Bible is very clear that Jesus indeed was “God with us” 
(Matthew 1:23). Jesus called Himself “I AM” (John 8:58), which is the same name God used 
for Himself (Exodus 3:14). God is to be worshipped (Revelation 22:9; Matthew 5:10). Though 
righteous men and heavenly angels refused worship (Acts 14:8-18, Revelation 22:8-9), Jesus, 
who had no sin (1 Peter 2:21-22), accepted worship on more than one occasion (Matthew 14:33; 
John 9:35-38). If Jesus is not God, He sinned in accepting worship and calling Himself “I AM.”

Do not be fooled by the claims of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. They try to sneak their translation 
in and say, “It’s basically just like the King James Version.” To put it simply, this is a lie. If 
their version is correct, then the KJV (and just about every other translation) is blasphemous 
for calling Jesus God. Yet, if the King James Version (and just about every other translation) is 
correct in stating that Jesus is God, the New World Translation is blasphemous for denying it! 
Brethren, there is no middle ground in this matter!



Sunday,  July 7,  2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ................................David Williams
Prayer ............................................................. Jim Turner

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ........................................Frank Hamby
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................... Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer .......................................Jeremy Padilla
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters .......................................Frank & Ginny Hamby
Att. Cards ..................................Tucker & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ............................Kenny French

Wed. July 10, 2013
Song Leader   ....................................... David Williams 
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

June 30,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer .......................................................Charles Paulin

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................... Stacey Paulin
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ....................................  David Anderson
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
Greeters .......................................Kenny & Reba French
Att. Cards......... ........Quadarius Askew & Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building ................................Tim Croson

Wed. July 3, 2013
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer .....................................David Anderson 
Closing Prayer .......................................... Casey Paulin

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Jun 02 ............................................... $4,430.66
Jun 09 ............................................... $4,406.64
Jun 16 ............................................... $3,768.14
Jun 23 ............................................... $4,019.34
Contribution Average ..................... $4,154.19
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Kenny French ................ Table  ................... David Williams
Casey Paulin ................. Assist ................... Robert Cooper

June
Prayer List

Our Members:  Gene Patterson had a cardiac catherization 
Tuesday. Alexandria Hoback fell while skateboarding and 
has a lot of bruises. She also lost 3 front teeth.  Josephine 
Bowman will have eye surgery again on July 1st. Dick 
Burbage will have spinal surgery July 2nd. Also: Sam 
Bolding, Joyce Burbage, Jacquelin Dopwell, Ken Luigs, 
Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:  Earl Anderson,Wayne Hendrix, Annie Coone, 
Shut In Members: Artis Bassett, Mary Shoemake.
Others: Gene & Irma Dampier,  Bonnie Hendrick,  Christina 

Feussner, Kathy Peel, Danny Edmonds, James Leslie 
Cribbs.  

Upcoming Events
June 28th-30th - Annual Hilltop Singles Seminar at the 

Hilltop Church of Christ in W.H. See bulletin Board.
June 30th - July 6th Central Fla. Bible Camp. Some of 

our kids & adults will be attending. Please pray for their 
safety while at camp, and while they travel to and from.

Visitors
Mrs. Wanda Powell & daughter, Amy; Frank & Judy Welch.

Graduates
If you have a child or grandchild who graduated this year, 

furnish us with a picture and information about the student and 
we will put it in the bulletin.  Please have them in by July 15th.                             

Vacation Bible School
Our VBS was a huge success, and everyone enjoyed it.  

We want to thank all those who helped coordinate it; To Mike 
Elledge who taught the adult class; All the teachers who taught 
the students; To Melissa Craft for making sure everyone had 
enough food, and also to those who helped her in the kitchen, 
and all others who helped in any way.

Men to Serve Schedule
Jason Hendrix will be coordinating the schedule for the 

men who will be serving.  Please call him at (863)537-0857 if 
you are unable to serve, so he can get a replacement.    

July
David Anderson ............. Table  ................ Jimmy Sweeney
Phil Fife ......................... Assist .....................Josh Estridge

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS......
This Week - The Flowers

  WONN  1230 and WLKF   1430 
or on our web page.........

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com  ....


