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Modern art appreciation is in the “eye of the 
beholder.” A case in point was a work in Maine 

entitled, “Learn How to Fly Over a Very Large Larry.” While 
it is obvious that the “artist,” Daniel Bozhkov of Bulgaria, 
spent considerable time on his project, it seems most came 
away asking the same question, “Why?”!

With the passing of each second one’s life (Isa. 40:6; Ps. 
102:11; Job 7:7; Jas. 4:14), along with the unique opportunities 
it offers (Gal. 6:10), slips forever out of reach. Christians must 
be alert to every possible chance to share God, His Son, and 
His Word to those they encounter, especially at the regularly 
scheduled assemblies. In the  Gospel Advocate Colquitt Nash 
wrote, “In 1957, Life magazine labeled the time churches 
give to Bible classes or Sunday school the most wasted hour 
of the week” Careful preparation can insure that when the 

church assembles it will not be deemed “wasted time” by 
those who attend.

Many spiritually minded individuals attest that the scant 
time devoted to public study and proclamation of God’s Holy 
Word is far from “wasted.” It is also a great mistake to confine 
Bible study and evangelism to those few hours each week. 
Study, prayer, ministry, and daily integrity as a Christian 
throughout the week will prepare the worshipper/Bible class 
student for the weekly assemblies. Being thus prepared, this 
Christian family can eagerly anticipate their time with other 
believers. For those who are unprepared and lack spiritual 
focus, the Christian assembly may contribute about as much 
value as Bozhkov’s hayfield, which he flattened into a crop-
circle portrait of TV talk show host Larry King, when all is 
said and done it seems to be just a waste of time.

 WASTED TIME
by David Bragg

A little boy was told by his doctor that he could 
save his sister’s life by giving her some blood. 

The six-year-old girl was near death, a victim of disease 
from which the boy had made a marvelous recovery 
two years earlier. Her only chance for restoration was 
a blood transfusion from someone who had previously 
conquered the illness. Since the two children had the 
same rare blood type, the boy was the ideal donor.

“Johnny, would you like to give your blood for 
Mary?” the doctor asked.

The boy hesitated. His lower lip started to tremble. 
Then he smiled, and said, “Sure, Doc. I’ll give my blood 
for my sister.” 

Soon the two children were wheeled into the 
operating room--Mary, pale and thin; Johnny, robust and 
the picture of health. Neither spoke, but when their eyes 
met, Johnny grinned.

As his blood siphoned into Mary’s veins, one could 
almost see new life come into her tired body. The ordeal 
was almost over when Johnny’s brave little voice broke 
the silence, “Say Doc, when do I die?” It was only then 
that the doctor realized what the moment of hesitation, 
the trembling of the lip, had meant earlier. Little Johnny 
actually thought that in giving his blood to his sister he 
was giving up his life! And in that brief moment, he had 
made his great decision!       

~ by Kevin Rayner ~

Giving Blood



A Friendly Church With a Vital Message Proclaiming the Unsearchable Riches of the Lord Jesus.
The Messenger is published  weekly by the South Florida Ave. Church of Christ meeting at 1807 South Florida Ave - Lakeland, FL 33803   Vol. 66 No. 22 05 -28-13

MESSENGER
 The South Florida Avenue The South Florida Avenue

ELDERS
David Anderson
Kenny French 

Bobby Sheumaker

DEACONS
Jeff Bingle

Jimmy Sweeney
David Williams
Chuck Wyatt

MINISTER
Robert McAnally
(863) 682-3600

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Brian Kenyon
(863) 944-8565

SECRETARY
Virginia Walker

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702 

SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat.........Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

WEB PAGES
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

www.sfacc.net

Double Yoking

Our Lord taught, “Come unto me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden and I will give you rest; take my yoke upon 
you and learn of me…” (Matthew 11:28-30). Are we making 
the time to learn of him? By learning of his way, we put the 
kingdom of God in first place (Matthew 6:33). We forgive 
our fellow man till seventy times seven (Matthew 18:22-
35) and find God’s willingness to forgive us our trespasses 
against Him. 

Do we allow the double yoking? Everyone knows the 
seemingly added strength of having another person pick up 
the other side of a load. It’s a blessing that gives rest even 
while having more than doubled the work output. Jesus 
advised us of the utter impossibility of bearing any fruit 
unless we abide in the vine. In serving the Lord this way, we 
find “much fruit” (John 15:1-8). Many times, we are seeking 
to be loners. Much harm has come to society due to the deeds 
of many described as loners. However, the Lord desires for 
us to do all the good we can do while here below and offers a 
way to provide strength and rest in the process. Will you try 
to live life the Lord’s way.

by
Robert Rawson

Double Yoking



ATTITUDES
 

Bob Howton
 

Two men were taking their small children for a stroll through the park on a beautiful evening. 
The two families met and stopped for a bit of small talk and enjoyable conversation. One of 
the men was a constant complainer who rarely ever saw anything to smile about, and the other 
was a loving, Christian man who was always friendly, kind and always smiling. While the 

children of the two men were playing and having a happy time together, a tall, red haired man walked 
by. Immediately the children of the complaining man began to make rude and unkind remarks about 
the stranger. The kind man told the complainer that he should speak to his children about being nice, 
kind and considerate of others, especially those who were strangers. The complainer retorted that all the 
children had acted in the same way. 

The kind man called all of the children together, and asked each of them what they thought of the 
redheaded stranger who had just walked by. The complainer’s children called him a redheaded bum, 
the stupidest man they ever saw, and that he looked very lazy with his hazel colored eyes. The Christian 
man’s children stated that the stranger had smiled kindly at them, and they thought that his red hair 
looked like a warm open fire. They said that his eyes sparkled like ‘ole Saint Nick, and they reflected 
again upon his smile, which they said reminded them of their Mother’s sweet smile.

What made the difference? First, last and always, the difference is in one’s attitude toward that 
which his senses recognize. If you fill a child’s life with hate, distrust and discourteous acts, you can 
expect to reap the exact same thing! Constant criticism, incessant arguing and useless talk will spill 
over into his life, and his habits will soon be set in that direction. There’s an old adage that “As the twig 
is bent, so is the tree inclined.” The result is inevitable! A ‘chimney sweeper’ may begin the day in a 
crisp white uniform, but it does not take long for the soot to make its mark upon him. If the child sees 
consistent bickering and endless criticism of others, you can expect him to emulate this attitude in life. 
Burden him with constant insecurity and he will grow up to worry about everything. If one is taught to 
look upon everything with skepticism, it will be hard to get him to look sensibly and lovingly upon the 
Lord’s Holy Word. It will just be another adversary to talk ‘down’ and discard.

One can take any normal child and train him in a loving atmosphere, where God is supreme, the 
parents are loving and kind, and where the rights and feelings of others are thought to be important, 
and you will have a fertile field where the seeds of kindness, love and friendship will sprout and grow. 
A loving God, who taught the principle of ‘reaping what we sow,’ has already established the fact that 
our seeds of goodness will bring forth other fruits of kindness. It never fails! Brambles do not produce 
grapes, and grapes will never produce brambles! Everything brings forth after its own kind.

So, what should one do? “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). Anything else? “And thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children…” (Deuteronomy 6:7). This will provide you and your children a good attitude! This 
will bless you, your children and all who are blessed to know and associate with you.



Sunday,  May 26, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer ............................................................. Jim Turner

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
Greeters ........................................ The Anderson Family
Att. Cards ..................................Tucker & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Turner

Wed. May 29, 2013
Song Leader   ...............................................Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt, so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231. 

June 2,  2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer .................................................... Charles Sanford

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ....................................David Anderson
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ....................................  David Anderson
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer .......................................Jeremy Padilla
Closing Prayer .............................................Ken Walker
Greeters ..........................................Ken & Ginny Walker
Att. Cards......... .........................Tucker & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ................................Tim Croson

Wed. June 5, 2013
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer .......................................Jeremy Padilla 
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Apr. 28 .............................................. $4,333.00
May 05 .............................................. $3,841.54
May 12 .............................................. $4,923.09
May 19 .............................................. $3,579.10
Contribution Average ..................... $4,187.01
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Kenny French ................ Table  ................... David Williams
Casey Paulin ................. Assist ................... Robert Cooper

June

Prayer List
Our Members:  Newman Kirkland is in LRMC, Room 

E.329 with medical problems. Jacquelin Dopwell, Sam 
Bolding, Evelyn Wyatt, Duane Nelson, Mary Shoemake, 
Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:  Earl Anderson, Don Moore, Karen Swiney, Nina 
Hart, Annie Beth Coone.   

Shut In Members: Newman Kirkland, Artis Bassett.
Others: Jim Angel (Barbara Farmer’s brother) is having 

health problems. Bonnie Hendricks, Sarah Russell, 
Joyce Benson, Christina Feussner, Kathy Peel, Danny 
Edmonds. Also, Matthew Bishop who is serving in the 
military in South Korea.  

Upcoming Events  
May 26th - Fellowship Meal to be held after our evening 

worship service. This will be to honor both our Lads to 
Leaders participants and our military veterans.  Parents, 
prepare a list of your students convention events. Vet-
erans, please give information on military branch, time 
of service, etc. Please give the information to Becky 
Sheumaker.  Members, please bring food and drinks for 
your family, and a little extra for our guests.

June 8th - Women of the Florida Churches of Christ quar-
terly meeting will take place at the Southside congrega-
tion in Zephyrhills, from 9:00 - 11:30 am.  

June 8th - Ladies Day at Carolina Ave. Church of Christ 
in Avon Park. Please check bulletin board for more 
information on the above events.

Visitors
Dr. Debra Okolichany, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Longfellow, Ralph 

& Patricia Rogers.

Ladies Day
Everyone had a wonderful time last Saturday for our “Ladies 

Day”.   We want to thank those who helped plan it; our speakers; 
the song leader; the one’s who prepared food; and all the other 
ladies who had a part in making it a successs.   We especially want 
to thank the men who graciously served the meal which helped 
tremendously.

Thank You Note
I want to thank you sincerely from the bottom of my heart 

for all the prayers and well wishes during my illness.  My tests 
turned out OK.

                  Teresa Moore, Zora Herndon’s daughter                              

May
Bobby Sheumaker ......... Table  ................... Charles Paulin
Jimmy Sweeney ............ Assist ..................... Kyle Williams


