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THINGS NEEDED IN THE CHURCH TODAY
1. More open hearts and fewer open mouths.  Prejudice closes the heart to the truth (Matt. 13:15, 2 Thess. 2:10).  
The TRUTH is the only thing which can save (John 8:32, 1 Pet. 1:24).  If the heart were kept with all diligence (Prov. 
4:23), it would be right before God and would speak only that which is good (Matt. 12:34).
2. More sound heads and fewer sore-heads.  More lovers of truth and fewer rebel rousers.  We are being plagued 
on every side by every kind of wild and fantastic idea.  Frequently I read of young men who are set on delivering us 
from what they call “the bondage of orthodoxy.”  Many are being advised to seek God in strange and bizarre ways.  
The Bible says, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17).
3. More standing for the faith and less falling for the fanciful (Jude 3).  The church has always been hurt by those 
who have a desire for that which is new and different.  Many are constantly being blinded by such newness.  But the 
truth never changes (Heb. 13:8, John 14:6).  It is fixed, unalterable, and everlasting.  Often the voices of the wise, 
those sound in the faith, go unheeded, while the voices of the foolish take over.  Paul in 1 Cor. 16:13 says, “Watch 
ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.”  The landmarks of Christianity are safely moored in the Holy 
Scriptures, and we must not allow them to be bypassed by modern Jeroboams.  Any time this is done, it will bring 
division and destruction, as it did in the days of Jeroboam and Rehoboam.         ~ by: Paul McClug

SAYING VERSUS SEEING
by: Ron Adams 

It’s important that we teach our children to love one another. However, this becomes difficult when they hear us 
constantly criticizing and complaining about others.

What they see outweighs what we say.  It’s critical that we teach our children to obey all of the Lord’s commands. 
However, the job becomes hopeless when they see us excusing ourselves from obeying certain commands we may 
find “too restrictive.”

What they see outweighs what we say. It’s crucial that we teach our children how the Lord wants them to act as 
husbands, wives and parents. However, there is more likelihood they will follow our example rather than follow our 
teaching.

What they see outweighs what we say. Unless, and until, what we say and what we do are one and the same, we 
will never be convincing.
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SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching
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Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
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Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.
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Expectations of God’s Love
Robert D. Rawson

Some mistakenly think that love is the act of ‘looking the other way’ or 
‘no discipline.” However, in the Bible (Proverbs 13:24), it is written 
of the one who fails to correct his child actually ‘hates him’ (doesn’t 
love him like he should). God doesn’t make this mistake and everyone 

He loves He chastens (Hebrews 12:1-13) and purges (John 15:1-8) that more fruit 
occurs. 

The love of God is grand (John 3:16) and the word “so” is used to indicate 
it. At the same time, the expectation of faith in his only begotten Son is easily 
seen. However, where is repentance and confession of Christ expressly stated 
in this passage? Without this verse being in synecdoche form (the part which 
stands for the whole), neither of these words is in John 3:16. Yet, since it is only 
emphasizing the place of faith in Christ, we understand repentance (Luke 13:3), 
confession of Christ (Matthew 10:32), baptism (Matthew 28:18-20) as well as 
being faithful (Matthew 26:41) are expectations found in other verses relating to 
the subject of salvation (John 3:17). Jesus in His sovereign status said, “If ye love 
me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). 

He expects us to change how we live. As He began the Sermon on the Mount, 
He noted: ‘strive to enter the strait gate’ (Matthew 7:13-14). Jesus said there is a 
narrow path that leads to life. All should choose the narrow way. It is entered by 
a ‘difficult gate,’ such as leaving old friendships and practices. In fact, old friends 
may accuse you of being ‘strange’ (1 Peter 4:4) since you no longer go with them 
to excesses of wrongdoing. 

Yet, it is worth this. When God brought about the death of two (Acts 5) and 
brought fear upon the whole church and as many as heard about this (verse 11), 
God intended that in loving Him others should not do as Ananias and Sapphira 
had done. Expectations on the part of God does not mean that God doesn’t love 
us. Rather, the opposite. We should love Him in return, and when we do we will 
let it show.

S
Expectations of God’s Love



Handling Aright the Word
 

Paul Clements
 

In rightly dividing the Word of God (2 Timothy 2:15), we must remember God has had three 
distinct plans, methods and dispensations in His dealing with mankind. The first, the Patriarchal 
Age, lasted from creation to Sinai and for a period of approximately 2,500 years. In this age, 
God spoke directly to the fathers. After selecting Israel as His chosen people, God gave them 

a law for the Jews alone. This Mosaic dispensation, from the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai to the 
death of Christ, lasted approximately, 1,500 years. Many of the things God had commanded at the first 
were incorporated into the Mosaic Law. The Jews obeyed these instructions, not because they had been 
commanded by God in the Patriarchal age, but because God made them a part of the Law of Moses, to 
which they were subject.

Though we today have a new and better covenant, Jesus included in His New Testament many of the 
principles found in the Mosaic Law. All believers live in respect of and in obedience to the New Covenant 
because it is the will of God for man today. Again, we do these things, not because some of these principles 
were part of the Jewish law, but because they are incorporated into the New Covenant. 

At the death of Christ, the Old Law (Mosaic Law) was fulfilled. Jesus took it out of the way to make 
room for a New Testament (Colossians 2:14). The New Covenant had been prophesied (Jeremiah 31:31). 
When Jesus died, His new and better covenant came into force (Hebrews 9:16-17). It was dedicated by the 
blood of Christ. Many of the problems in the world of Christendom result from a failure to rightly divide 
the Word of Truth. There is an Old and New Testament. There are further divisions in both the Old and 
New. Jesus divided the Old Testament in this manner the law, the prophets and the psalms (Luke 24:44).

The New Testament also has subdivisions. If one wishes to learn of the life and teachings of Christ, 
he must go to the first four books of the New Testament, the books of testimony (John 20:30-31). To 
learn of the beginning of the church and how people are converted to Christianity, one must go to the 
Book of Acts. It is here that we learn how people render obedience to the Gospel and are translated 
into the kingdom (Acts 2:47; Colossians 2:13; John 3:3, 5). The third part of the New Testament 
is comprised of the epistles – letters addressed to the churches telling Christians how to live. The 
Revelation, prophetic in design and figurative in style, was given for the immediate needs of first 
century Christians (Revelation 1:1-3).

Every part of God’s Word is important, but we cannot go to a nullified law to prove that instrumental 
music should be a part of Christian worship. We cannot prove baptism is not essential to salvation by 
appealing to an event which occurred under the Mosaic Law (Luke 23:39-43). We cannot insist on a direct 
leading of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Christians by claiming a promise made specifically to the apostles 
(John 14:26; 16:13).

May we all follow God’s instruction and respect the authority of His Word. May we all put forth a 
studied (diligent) effort that we may prove ourselves worthy workmen that have nothing of which to be 
ashamed.



Sunday,  May 26, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer ............................................................. Jim Turner

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife 

                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer ............................................Ken Walker
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal
Greeters ........................................ The Anderson Family
Att. Cards ..................................Tucker & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Turner

Wed. May 29, 2013
Song Leader   ...............................................Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt, so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231. 

May 19, 2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ............................................................Ken Walker

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .....................................David Anderson
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine

6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Greeters ............................................... Phil & Dottie Fife
Att. Cards......... ........Quadarius Askew & Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Turner

Wed. May 22, 2013
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley 
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Apr. 21 .............................................. $4,251.00
Apr. 28 .............................................. $4,333.00
May 05 .............................................. $3,841.54
May 12 .............................................. $4,923.09
Contribution Average ..................... $4,219.00
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVEPrayer List
Our Members: Jacquelin Dopwell is having a lot of health 

problems. Sam Bolding, Evelyn Wyatt, Duane Nelson,  
Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:  Earl Anderson, Don Moore, Karen Swiney, Nina 
Hart, Annie Beth Coone.   

Shut In Members: Newman Kirkland, Artis Bassett.
Others: Teresa Moore, a former member here is having tests. 

Bonnie Hendricks has cancer and not doing well. Sarah 
Russell, Joyce Benson, Christina Feussner, Kathy Peel, 
Danny Edmonds. Also, Matthew Bishop who in serving 
in the military in South Korea 

Upcoming Events  
May 18th - Men’s Breakfast at Central in Haines City, at 

8:00 am.
May 18th - Ladies Day at So. Fla. Ave. Church of Christ, 

Lakeland, FL. from 8:30  am - 1:30 pm.  Lunch will be 
provided. 

May 26th - Fellowship Meal to be held after our evening 
worship service. This will be to honor both our Lads to 
Leaders participants and our military veterans.  Parents, 
prepare a list of your students convention events. Veter-
ans, please give information on military branch, time of 
service, etc. Please give to Becky Sheumaker.

June 8th - Women of the Florida Churches of Christ quar-
terly meeting will take place at the Southside congrega-
tion in Zephyrhills, from 9:00 - 11:30 am.  See bulletin 
board for more information.

Visitors
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Bishop & Violet; Pam Bonine,Fran 

Hinson, Smitty Smith

Hither, Thither and Yon
Ron and Judy Ford will be going to North Carolina for a 

month. Wally & Gerry Lawrence are going back north for a 
month or two.                               

                             
 

                   

                                 
                                                           

May
Bobby Sheumaker ......... Table  ................... Charles Paulin
Jimmy Sweeney ............ Assist ..................... Kyle Williams

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS......
WONN  1230 AM    Between 4 & 5 pm
            (Tue. - Wed - Thur. - Fri.)

WLKF   1430 AM  - Between 4  & 5 pm
                  (Wed.  - Thur. - Fri.)


