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Satan cannot wish God out of existence.
Satan cannot diminish the power of God’s love.
Satan cannot relocate us to a position outside the reach of God and his love.
Satan cannot confuse God so He is unable to know those who belong to him.
Satan cannot tempt God to do evil.
Satan cannot change God’s character.
Satan cannot make God lie.
Satan cannot overpower God.
Satan cannot destroy the seed of the kingdom.
Satan cannot make false what is true, nor can he make true what is false.
Satan cannot defeat God’s revealed truth.
Satan cannot force God to fellowship those who embrace doctrines of demons.
Satan cannot steal God’s grace, mercy, love and forbearance.
Satan cannot weaken the power of the Gospel of Christ.
Satan cannot force me to sin against God.
Satan cannot block the path God has prepared for my use when temptation 

comes.
Satan cannot tempt me beyond what I am able to bear and resist.
Satan cannot forcibly remove me from God’s watchful care and saving grace.
Satan cannot cause the universal church of our Lord to cease to exist.
Satan cannot prevent Jesus’ coming again.
Satan cannot stop the dead being raised at Jesus’ command.
Satan cannot change the standard of God’s Word by which all men will be 

judged.
Satan cannot prevent God’s faithful children from going home to the heavenly 

city.
Satan cannot shield his angels and followers from God’s wrath and punishment.
Satan cannot change the destiny God has prepared for him.     

--Tim Childs

25 Things Satan Cannot Do



importance, and it involved this idea: When you know 
the truth about any aspect or area of life, salvation, 
health, business or anything else, that truth will make you 
free from the dangers and consequences of your former 
ignorance in those areas. But that truth will make you 
free in those aspects only if/as/when you properly apply 
those truths. Take the matter of health, for example. If 
you know the truth about the causes and cures for cancer, 
you can be free from cancer, only when that truth is 
understood and applied. If you know the truth about how 
to make money or succeed in business, only to the extent 
that you apply those truths will you be free from debt or 
failure. If you know the truth about who Jesus is, what 
His purpose was on earth, and how that purpose is to be 
realized, then you can be free from error when you apply 
that truth as Jesus directed. If you know the truth about 
what sin is, what the consequence of sin is, how to get rid 
of it and apply that truth properly, you will be made free 
from sin.
    Now let us suppose you learn what sin is, and that the 
wages of sin is death. You assume (believe) that you can 
get rid of it by confessing, “I believe that God for Christ’s 
sake has forgiven me of sins.” Is that the truth? If not, 
can it make you free from sin? If so, why do we not just 
teach that and cease pretending to be the Lord’s church? 
If not, is one made free from sin by a proper application 
of the truth that relates to freedom from sin? Note that 
he is not made free from sin by an understanding and 
application of the truth about how and when to take the 
Lord’s Supper. But who will be so bold as to affirm that 
he is made free from sin by believing a lie and obeying 
a lie, though his motive was to obey the Lord? We know 
there are many who are that bold, but we have yet to see 
the logic or scriptural basis of their assumptions.
    Keep in mind that Saul, who was chief of sinners, had 
the best motive in the world when he was persecuting 
Christians. He meant to obey God, and was trying to do 
it with all his power. One may say, “The difference in that 
and being baptized is that being baptized is a command 
of God, and killing Christians was not.” If one can prove 
that just being baptized, even in obedience to a false 
doctrine, is a command of God, then one might have 
a valid point. Our point is that merely having the right 
motive—to obey the Lord—does not necessarily mean 
that one has obeyed the Lord. It is very difficult for us 
to see how one could be accursed for teaching a false 
doctrine about how to be saved (Galatians 1:1-9) and yet 
a person could be saved by obeying that false doctrine. 
However, if someone will be kind enough to write in 
response to this showing how and why we should believe 
that, we shall be happy to learn better.

Jesus said in John 8:32, “Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.” There seems 
to be an increasing number of influential and 

scholarly brethren who are teaching, “You do not have 
to know the truth to be made free.” Their reasoning goes 
like this, if I understand it properly: “No one knows all 
the truth. So if one had to know all the truth to be made 
free from sin, no one could be free from sin. For example, 
when we were baptized, none of us knew all the blessings 
that God promised His children. He could, therefore, 
believe all sorts of error, such as that he was saved by faith 
only, and still he would be made free from sin as long as 
he was baptized with the notion, attitude or opinion that 
his baptism under those circumstances was obedience to 
God and would please Him.” I suggest it would be more 
fitting for those philosophers to give an exegesis of John 
8:32 and tell exactly what truth a person has to know to be 
free from what thing or things rather than simply to deny 
the truth Jesus spoke.

    Of course, a person does not have to know all the 
truth about oak trees in order to be free from wrong ideas 
about how to raise peanuts. Nor does one have to know 
all the truth about everything God revealed in order to be 
saved. It has often been pointed out that those on Pentecost, 
the eunuch, the jailer and others knew very little, yet they 
were saved. We gladly admit it.

    Now the question can be stated more sharply: “What 
truths must one know in order to be saved from sin?” 
Suppose that one learns that Jesus was a wonderful, loving 
person, a son of God, willing to die for his principles and 
for all humanity. That is truth. But he has not learned that 
Jesus was the only begotten Son of God, born of a virgin, 
proved himself to be divine by the miracles He performed 
and by His resurrection. He may not even know the 
difference in the idea that Jesus is a son of God and Jesus 
is the Son of God. In fact, if you ask him if he believes 
in the resurrection, he will answer, “Yes,” but he does 
not believe that Jesus bodily came forth from the tomb. 
To hear some brethren talk, you would conclude that you 
have no right to ask him any questions except, “Do you 
believe Jesus is the Son of God?” Then you baptize him 
because he has come to think that God wants him to be 
baptized, but for what or on what basis, he has no idea. 
Is anyone willing to affirm that since he knew truth about 
Jesus he was therefore saved?
    We are forced to conclude that when Jesus made the 
statement in John 8:32, He was stating a principle of great 

TRUTH AND ERROR
T. Pierce Brown



Sunday May 24, 2015   
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker.
Prayer ........................................................... C.J. Gr.imes.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker.
Song Leader ............................................ Jas.on Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer ........................................ Br.ian Kenyon
Closing Prayer .....................................Tucker. Sweeney
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny Fr.ench
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Greeters ............................................... The Longfellow’s.
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Ian & Paul
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Tur.ner.

May 27, 2015
Song Leader .........................................Tucker. Sweeney 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jas.on Hendr.ix 
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  May 17, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Tur.ner.
Prayer ........................................................Kenny Fr.ench
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker. 
Song Leader ............................................ Jas.on Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer ..........................................Paul Romine
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane
                                      6:00 P.M
Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ....................................... David Willams.
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams.
Greeters ........................................................... The Fifes.
Att. Cards .................................................Paul & Antonio
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Tur.ner.
                         Wed. May 20, 2015
Song Leader.............................................Steve Hunley              
Opening Prayer................................................Phil Fife 
Closing Prayer............................................Ken Walker

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
April 19  ............................... $4,640.14
April 26 ................................ $4,526.50
May    3 ................................ $5,259.10
May  10 ................................ $4,630.00
Contribution Average ......... $4,698.99
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fr.ank Hamby ................. Table  ...................Fr.ed Str.ickland
Jim Tur.ner. ..................... Assist .....................Stacey Paulin

Prayer List
Our Members:  Please keep Ron & Judy Ford, Margaret 

Coone, Jacquelin Dopwell who started cancer treatment 
last week, Gerry Lawrence, Janie Wise and Sharon Wash-
ington in prayer.

Relatives:  Stacy Lester, daughter of Jim & Wanda Turner, 
has been admitted to Tampa General with a brain an-
eurysm and is undergoing testing and possible surgery. 
Wayne Hendrix, Alice Watson (Kirkland’s cousin), Craig 
Mills, and Jeffrey Moore, (Carla Moore’s cousin).

Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 
Burton, Dick & Joyce Burbage.

Others:  Sybil Carr who is under Hospice care. Ashley Finn 
a member of the George Jenkins High School band whose 
mother passed away, and Chrissy Fuessner.

May

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
Message this Week

.“Teaching Children”.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Sympathy
Jeanne Frye a long time friend of Dottie Fife passed away 

on Monday from a long time battle with cancer. Please keep 
that family along with Dottie in your prayers.

Visitors
Beverly Jakelsky, Ira & Ada Walling, Jacquelyn Thornhill, 

Charles & Ruth Thornhill, Bob & Darlene Doak, Katelyn 
Postlehwait, Kiana, Jabori, and Zaire Gadsdan.

Placed Membership
Bill & Carlene Long placed membership with us this past 

Sunday. Their temporary address is 2735 W. 10th St. Lot #7, 
Lakeland, FL 33805. Please welcome them into our family.

- SELECTION OF DIRECTORS -
    To comply with state regulations, an annual meeting and 

selection of directors must be conducted each year. This 
will be done immediately following the morning worship 
service May 24, 2015. The following nominations have been 
made:  David Anderson (Chairman); George French (Vice-
Chairman); Charles Paulin (Treasurer); Bobby Sheumaker 
(Secretary). Nominations may be made from the floor at the 
meeting. However, the nominees willingness to accept must 

be presented to the chairman prior to the meeting.
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Return Service Requested

Pray for our young people who are 
planning a mission trip to Costa 
Rica. If you would like to help 
financially by giving beyond your 
“first day of the week” con-

tribution, please see the elders.

Yes, God Is Still There!

Brian

Saturday, May 16 Sebring Youth Rally on 
Creation versus Evolution. We will leave Lakeland 7:00 am.
Sunday, May 17  Second Language study with 
Lads to Leaders will meet at 5:00 p.m. All are invited to 
participate, especially those going to Costa Rica!
Sunday, May 24  Second Language and the K-2 
L2L groups will meet in the fellowship room at 5:00 pm.

What’s Happening w/ the Youth 

Job declared, “Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of trouble” (Job 
14:1). It is true that tragedy strikes all of us sooner or later. This is why Solomon said, 
“Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days 
come, And the years draw near when you say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’” (Ecclesi-
astes 12:1). As most local readers know by now, the woman stabbed to death by her 
husband in front of their 15 year old daughter was the mother of a friend to many in 
our youth group. As announced in this bulletin, Jim Turner’s daughter is struggling 
with a brain aneurysm. Nobody expected that! Much less significantly, this preacher

recently discovered his social security number was high-jacked and used to file a fraudulent tax return. Calami-
ties come in all shapes and sizes, and they sometimes leave us wondering, “Is God still there?” In fact, the atheist 
will use this to try and prove that God does not exist. We must realize, however, that just because God does not 
directly intervene to prevent tragedy does not mean He is not there! God created humans as free moral beings. We 
have the ability to choose, and we often choose wrongly. It is not God’s fault we make bad choices. In part, God 
allows tragedies so humans will realize this world offers no security. We often miss this point, until the tragedy 

(continued from above) can make us long for a reality,  
where “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 
There shall be no more pain, for the former things have 
passed away” (Revelation 21:4). This world was creat-
ed to point us to God (Acts 17:26-28; Romans 1:19-20). 
Sometimes the way it points is through tragedy, but 
when we get the message and seek and obey the Lord, 
“the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us” (Romans 8:18). In the moment of tragedy, we can-
not nor should not try to explain the why. Let us in-
stead comfort until the initial shock subsides, and then 
we can better explain “the way, the truth, and the life” 
(John 14:6). Let us first comfort physically, then spiritu-
ally. Our prayers go up for those suffering.

happens to us. The tragedies suffered can point us to 
God (James 1:2-4). Pain and suffering (continued below)


