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Does Anyone Care?
David A. Sargent

In Yagoona, Australia, a suburb of Sydney, a man lay dead in his apartment 
for a whole year before his body was discovered. The body of Jorge 
Chambe, 64, was found on Tuesday in his single bedroom, government-

owned flat when police and firefighters broke in, after concerns about his welfare 
were finally raised on Monday by a worried neighbor.

News reports in the area stated that some neighbors at the apartment complex 
where Chambe lived described him as “a quiet man who was friendly but who 
kept mostly to himself.”

An overflowing mailbox was the only clue that anyone had noticed that 
indicated something was wrong. Chambe’s rent was paid automatically by direct 
debit from his bank account that was fed by his federal government welfare 
payments. Bank records supplied part of the evidence that Chambe had been dead 
for about a year.

New South Wales State Housing Minister Matt Brown asked a sobering 
question on the Macquarie Radio network: “How can it happen that a person 
can die in such a lonely way and no one know?” Chambe’s lonely demise and 
the plague of loneliness in our world today cause us to wonder: “Does anyone 
care?” The answer from heaven is a resounding, “Yes!” God cares.

He knows about every detail in our lives – even the exact number of hairs on 
our heads. Not even one sparrow that falls to the ground escapes His notice, and 
you are of far greater value (Matt. 10:29-31).

He cares so much for us that He gave His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for 
our sins so that we might live eternally with Him (1 Thessalonians 5:10).

Through Jesus we can be reconciled to God (Romans 5:6-10) by believing 
in Jesus (Acts 16:30-31), turning from our sins in repentance (Acts 17:30-31), 
confessing Him before men (Romans 10:9-10), and being baptized (immersed) 
for the forgiveness of our sins (Acts 2:38). He has promised that He will dwell 
with us and that we can dwell with Him for an eternity as long as we faithfully 
obey His will (Rev. 3:20; 1 John 1:7).

There IS Someone who cares, and He calls His people to care for others 
(Matt. 25:31-46. Jesus died ALONE on the cross so that we wouldn’t have to 
be ALONE anymore. Won’t YOU submit your life to Him?



When It Rains, It Pours
Raymond Elliott

Well, many folk have prayed for rain because of the drought condition in the southeastern 
section of our country, and the good Lord sent it. The problem was that some areas were 
flooded. I am reminded of the story of some brethren in west Texas who became greatly 

concerned about the extreme drought conditions in their part of the world. They decided to obtain the 
services of a preacher to come and pray for rain. Finally, they found a city preacher to come out and pray for 
rain. He came and prayed fervently for the Lord to send rain upon the arid land. After a couple of days had 
passed, the rain began to fall. In fact, it rained until all the land was flooded, and the situation became very 
serious. The brethren became very concerned again because all their properties were inundated with water. 
They came together to discuss what they should do. One brother was heard to have said, “That is what we 
get by having a preacher to pray for rain who knew nothing about agriculture.”

You know, life is much like that. There are times of peace, joy, happiness and good health. These are 
mountain top experiences. However, in a moment of time things can radically change. The prophet Elijah 
was successful on Mount Carmel, but in a short time he was to be found in a deep valley of discouragement, 
and he desired to die (1 Kings 18; 19:4). This mighty man of God was human, after all, and not unlike 
ourselves (James 5:17). The good times do not test our strength and faith. It is when the tragedies of life 
occur. It is when death invades our home. It is when a loved one is diagnosed with a terminal disease. It is 
when the ill winds of discouragement and despair howl strongly across the depths of our inner being. It is 
when you pray for a friend or a loved one to get well and doesn’t, and he dies. It is when you lose your job, 
and you have to look elsewhere for employment.

There are dozens of other reasons why your hearts become burdened down with anxiety and sadness. 
Please excuse the personal experiences, but I must mention some of them. My lovely bride has and is presently 
experiencing some health problems; there was the sudden death of a dear friend that has overwhelmed me; 
a telephone call this morning informed me that a brother-in-law was critically injured yesterday in an 
automobile accident. Life is not a bed of roses. Sometimes the valleys in life are deep and long. Yet, it is 
not a time to give up. Blaming God and leaving the Lord would not be answer. Gold refined by fire rids the 
dross and makes it purer. I think of this passage in Proverbs 24:10, “If you faint in the day of adversity, Your 
strength is small” in connection to that which I am now discussing. There was a time when many of the 
disciples of the Lord left Him and He asked His own apostles, “Do you also want to go away?” It was then 
that Simon Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also we have 
come to believe and know You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (John 6:66-69).

It is in the valleys of life that I need Him. He has never forsaken me and why should I forsake him. He 
is my Rock and my Salvation. He is my Hightower—my Shelter in the time of the storms. He gives me 
comfort in the night. His strength is greatly manifested in weakness. I often requested of Him to bestow 
His grace upon me so that I might see the sun beyond the overcast and the silver lining behind every cloud. 
His grace is sufficient for me. A moving verse is found in James 4:6 that is a simple, but a very profound 
statement, “But He gives more grace.” Listen to this precious promise of our Heavenly Father, “Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me” (Psalm 50:15). The following hymn 
explains best what I am trying to say.



Sunday May 24, 2015   
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker.
Prayer ........................................................... C.J. Gr.imes.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker.
Song Leader ............................................ Jas.on Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer ........................................ Br.ian Kenyon
Closing Prayer .....................................Tucker. Sweeney
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny Fr.ench
Closing Prayer ..................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Greeters ............................................... The Longfellow’s.
Att. Cards......... .............................................. Ian & Paul
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Tur.ner.

May 27, 2015
Song Leader .........................................Tucker. Sweeney 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jas.on Hendr.ix 
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  May 10, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ................................. Stacey Paulin
Prayer .....................................................David Ander.s.on
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker. 
Song Leader ............................................ Jas.on Hendr.ix
Opening Prayer .................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Closing Prayer ............................................ C.J. Gr.imes.
                                      6:00 P.M
Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters ......................................................The Williams.
Att. Cards .............................................Paul & Sebas.tian
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Tur.ner.
                         Wed. May 13, 2015
Song Leader..................................................Ken Walker.               
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams.
Closing Prayer........................................... Paul Romine

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
April 12  ............................... $4,545.25
April 19 ................................ $4,640.14
April 26 ................................ $4,526.50
May 3 ................................... $5,259.10
Contribution Average ......... $4,702.82
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Fr.ank Hamby ................. Table  ...................Fr.ed Str.ickland
Jim Tur.ner. ..................... Assist .....................Stacey Paulin

Prayer List
Our Members:  Please keep Ron & Judy Ford, Tonya 

Anderson, Margaret Coone, Jacquelin Dopwell, Gerry 
Lawrence,  Janie Wise and Sharon Washington in prayer.

Relatives:  Wayne Hendrix, Alice Watson, Craig Mills, and 
Jeffrey Moore. 

Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 
Burton, Dick & Joyce Burbage.

Others:  Sybil Carr  and Jeanne Frye who are under Hospice 
care and Chrissy Fuessner.

May

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
Message this Week

.“Alone”.
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Upcoming Events

Report from Chuuk
The people of Chuuk were recently devestated by a typoon. 

Their food supply was limited to the fish they could catch. The 
church building in Chuuk was damaged but not destroyed.
We will be sending aid through brother Joey Treat. If anyone 
wishes to make an above and beyond contribution, please give 
this to one of the elders. The funds will be forwarded from this 
congregation to the congregation in charge of the effort.

Thank You
Thank you for all the cards, prayers and helping hands after 

my surgery. We appreciate you all so much!
In Christian love, Kathy Sweeney and family

May 10th: -F.S.O.P. graduation will be after the evening 
service. Following graduation we will have finger foods 
and deserts in the fellowship hall.

May 16th: -Men’s Breakfast at North Lakeland Church of 
Christ at 8:00 a.m.

- SELECTION OF DIRECTORS -
    To comply with state regulations, an annual meeting and 

selection of directors must be conducted each year. This 
will be done immediately following the morning worship 
service May 24, 2015. The following nominations have been 
made:  David Anderson (Chairman); George French (Vice-
Chairman); Charles Paulin (Treasurer); Bobby Sheumaker 
(Secretary). Nominations may be made from the floor at the 
meeting. However, the nominees willingness to accept must 

be presented to the chairman prior to the meeting.
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Return Service Requested

Brian

Pray for our young people who are 
planning a mission trip to Costa 
Rica. If you would like to help 
financially by giving beyond your 
“first day of the week” con-

tribution, please see the elders.

Finishing Strong

Sunday, May 10  FSOP graduation will take 
place immediately following our evening worship service, 
which begins at 6:00. There are plenty of opportunities our 
people will have to help! If you need suggestions, see Brian.
Sunday, May 17  Second Language study 
with Lads to Leaders will meet at 5:00 p.m. All are invited to 
participate, especially those going to Costa Rica!

Announcements

In many ways, this is the most difficult time for being in school. Not only is the 
summer-time weather so inviting to do summer-time things, but some high school 
students are taking EOCs (end of course exams) when there is still almost a month 
left of the school year! How ridiculous! Students may be thinking, why even bother attending the rest of the year when the end 
of course has been tested? The end of course, obviously, is not the same as the end of the school year. Christianity, however, 
is not like that. At the end of his life, Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8, KJV). The whole of a Christian’s life is his 
or her end of course exam. In Christianity, faithfully finishing the race results in first place! Everyone who so finishes receives 
the “crown of righteousness”! However, to finish that race, we cannot allow “summer fever” to result in an early vacation 
from the Lord. Jesus told the disciples that “he who endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22). In the context, Jesus 
warned of persecution (Matthew 10:16-26). Persecution can really tempt one into leaving the Lord (Matthew 13:20-21)), but 
so can the desire to fulfill the lust of the flesh (Romans 8:5-8)! Young people, “let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:1-2).

MAY 15-16, 2015
Hosted by the Sebring Parkway church of 
Christ (3800 Sebring Pkwy, Sebring, FL 33870). 
Transportation will be figured based on who wants 

to go. Let Brian know if you are interested! 


