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What It Means to “Wait” for His Son From Heaven
Larry Miles

Don’t Bury Your Talent
by Edd Sterchi

We all know well the parable of the talents that Jesus told in Matt. 25:14-30.  We know that the servant given 
five talents earned five more, and the one given two talents earned two more.  We know that the master was very 
pleased with them. And we know the servant given one talent went and buried it.  We also know that the master was 
displeased with this one and called him wicked.  But do we know why the master called him wicked?

      - Did he embezzle the talent?
      - Did he squander the talent?
      - Did he lose the talent?
      - Was he dishonest with the talent?

The answer to all these questions is “no.”  He was able to give back the very talent the master gave him.  Then why 
was he called wicked?  He was called wicked for what he did not do.  He did not put the talent given him to work for 
the master.  Do you have any talents given to you by the Master?  Then use them for His glory (read James 4:17).

The Apostle Paul commends the Christians in Thessalonica for their faithfulness. He tells them that the news of their 
faith has spread beyond their home. Other Christians had heard of their commitment to the Lord Jesus. (I Th. 1:6-8). In 
I Th. 1:6 we are told that they were imitators of the Lord. It was not a “bed of roses” for them when they accepted the 
Lord Jesus and began to follow Him. They became an example to others-Oh that it could be said of us today that we live 
lives so close to Jesus that others will want to “conform to the image of the Son of God.” They left a life of idol worship 
with no hope of salvation and no hope of an eternity outside of the “Lake of Fire.” We are told in I Th. 1:9 that they made 
a complete turn around in their lives and identified with the Lord Jesus Christ. I Th. 1:10 gives us the words in our title. 
Jesus is coming again! That is not just a pipe dream, it is a reality! We don’t know when He will come; it may be today. 
We are told here to be “waiting” for His return. What does that entail? Waiting for the Lord Jesus in the Scripture means 
that while we are waiting we are “watching,” and working for Him. We sing a song written by Fanny Crosby, “Blessèd are 
those whom the Lord finds watching, In His glory they shall share; If He shall come at the dawn or midnight, Will He find 
us watching there?” True waiting involves working for the Lord Jesus; not a working to be saved but a working because 
you are saved. We are saved by grace through faith, in baptism unto good works. Let’s be like the Thessalonians and be a 
people who live our lives for the Lord so that others see us and glorify God. (Matthew 5:14-16).
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The Churches of Christ Salute You
Romans 16:16

Throughout the world are congregations of Christians who have obeyed the 
commands which our Blessed Lord said for sinners to obey to be saved. These 
Christians meet for worship and are organized into local congregations. 

They are neither Catholic nor Protestant. They belong to no denomination. They 
have no central government nor earthly headquarters. Each congregation is 
independent taking the New Testament as its sole and only authority in religion. 
The members insist that if we believe the same things the early Christians did and 
do the same things they did, it will make us the same thing. Paul was a member of 
no denomination, yet he was a Christian and a member of the Lord’s Church.

The church of Christ was established on Pentecost day, A.D. 33 as we read 
in Acts 2. Every saved person was added to the church (Acts 2:47). The church 
is composed of all Christians on earth. The members of the church were called 
“Christians” (Acts 11:26). The Lord gave his name (Isaiah 62:2). Human names 
are condemned (1 Corinthians 1:12-13; Acts 4:12).

“The Word of God is the seed of the Kingdom” (Luke 8:11). This seed produced 
Christians when first planted. If we plant the same seed today, we will reap the 
same product. The life is in the seed. If there were not a Christian on earth today, 
you might become one by believing, repenting, confessing your faith in Christ and 
being baptized. If there were not a church of Christ on earth, we might start one 
by obeying the gospel the apostles preached. Paul went to Corinth and preached 
the gospel. “Many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized” (Acts 
18:8). Paul later addressed them as the “church of God” and “the body of Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 1:2; 1 Corinthians 12:27).

Nineteen centuries have passed since the beginning of the church but we still 
have the same truth. We have today the same church unchanged in name, doctrine, 
organization, faith and practice. We dare not use any creed except the New Testament 
(2 John 9). We must not add to our worship any doctrine or commandment of man 
(Matthew 15:9). Our plea is for unity--not during a so-called union meeting--but 
for all time on the platform given in God’s word (Ephesians 4:4-6). We plead no 
merit of our own--only the merit of Christ’s shed blood and of his holy word. 
The New Testament is the Word of God. It is inspired of God and is superior to 
any human confession of faith (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Will you not join with us in 
standing on the solid rock of God’s Word?                 ~ by Garland Elkins ~

The Churches of Christ Salute You
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HOLY CHILDREN
by T. Pierce Brown

There is an interesting expression in 1 Corinthians 7:14 which may need clarification. It 
says, “For the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, and the unbelieving wife 
is sanctified in the husband: else were your children unclean; but now they are holy.” 
The most basic thing we need to know is the meaning of “sanctified.” It simply means, 

“set apart.” It does not mean sinless or saved. The vessels of the tabernacle that were set apart for 
God’s use were holy or sanctified. The saints (Christians) at Corinth had been called and set apart 
for God’s use, but committed many sins.

What is meant by the statement that the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife? It is 
not “by the wife” as if she were the agent by whom the sanctification took place, but “in the 
wife” because it is the marriage relationship of which he speaks. It is noteworthy that the word 
“sanctified” is a perfect tense in both cases. That denotes the present state that results from a past 
action. Apparently, the past action to which he refers was the sanctification that took place when 
the couple married and still is in effect. He is simply saying that the wife who has an unbelieving 
husband does not need to put him away as she would if the relationship itself were wrong or 
unholy. Although he is an unbeliever, the marriage bond was and is still sacred, so the unbeliever 
is set apart in a sanctified relationship. In this context, it has nothing whatever to do with salvation 
from sin.

Paul goes on to say that if that were not true and they were simply living together in an unholy 
relationship, any children they might have would be considered unclean. Stated another way, if 
they were not really husband and wife, their children would be illegitimate. When he uses the 
word “unclean,” he does not mean that the child is a sinner. In the Old Testament, a person who 
touched the carcass of a hog or camel would be unclean until the evening (Leviticus 11:24). Even 
a woman who bore a child would be unclean for seven days (Leviticus 12:2). This does not mean 
they were guilty of sin by so doing, but were legally or ceremonially unclean.

So, a child born of an unholy union does not reflect on the child’s relationship to God at all, 
nor should it cause us to castigate or make unkind remarks about the child. Paul simply means 
that God recognizes and approves of the marriage relationship, even if one of the persons is an 
unbeliever, for if he did not, he would not approve of a child being born in that relationship. But 
since the relationship is sacred or sanctified, the child born in such a relationship is legitimate.

There are many lessons we can gain from this verse, including the fact that marriage is sacred, 
even for an unbeliever. This is given as the reason for the previous verse, which indicates its 
permanency. It shows that unmarried persons should not bear children, but does not suggest that 
children born in an unholy relationship are at fault.



Sunday,  April 28, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ...................................................... Fred Strickland

10:00 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters ...................................... Robert & June Cooper
Att. Cards .................... Paul Sweeney & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building .........................David Anderson

Wed. May 1, 2013
Song Leader   ........................................Jason Handrix 
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt, so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231. 

May 5, 2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer .................................................Bobby Sheumaker

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ..................................... Fred Strickland
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ..............................................David Deal

6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................. Stacey Paulin
Opening Prayer .......................................Jeremy Padilla
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters .......................................Frank & Ginny Hamby
Att. Cards......... ........Quadarius Askew & Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building ................................. Jim Turner

Wed. May 8, 2013
Song Leader ..............................................Frank Hamby 
Opening Prayer .......................................Jeremy Padilla 
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Mar. 31 .............................................. $3,994.51
Apr. 07 .............................................. $4,437.12
Apr. 14 .............................................. $4,214.07
Apr. 21 .............................................. $4,251.00
Contribution Average ..................... $4,191.46
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby ................. Table  .....................Stacey Paulin
Ken Walker ................... Assist ..............................Phil Fife

April
Prayer List

Our Members: Bruce Longfellow is recuperating at home.  
No visitors please. Evelyn Wyatt had eye surgery April 
18th and then suffered a heart attack. She is home now 
and doing very well.  Dorene McGriffin (Sister of Gerry 
Lawrence) has pressure in both eyes due to glaucoma. 
Mary Shoemake, Duane Nelson, Ron Ford, Margaret 
Coone & Sharon Washington.

Relatives:   Earl Anderson, Don Moore, Karen Swiney, Nina 
Hart, Annie Beth Coone.   

Shut In Members: Newman Kirkland, Artis Bassett.
Others: Mary Lucas (Lisa Romine’s mother), Christina 

Feussner, John Houseman & Family (friends of Ron  & 
Judy Ford). Kathy Peel &  Danny Edmonds. Please pray 
for all of these        

Upcoming Events  

April 21st - 25th - Gospel Meeting is in progress at Eagle 
Lake Church of Christ. Speaker is Sam Willcut.  

April 21st - 25th - Gospel Meeting is in progress at Hilltop 
Church of Christ.  Speaker is Dr. Jack Evans, Sr.

May 3rd - 5th - Orange St. Church of Christ Youth Retreat 
at Weekee Wachee.  

May 4th - Ladies Brunch at Central Church of Christ in 
Winter Haven at 9:00 am. Please RSVP by April 29th.

May 12th - FSOP Graduation will be after the evening 
service. Three students will be graduating.They are: 
Preston Frizzell, Bryant Johnson and Darrin Morehouse. 
Immediately after the graduation, we will have finger 
foods and desserts in the fellowship hall.

May 18th - Ladies Day at So. Fla. Ave. Church of Christ, 
Lakeland, FL. from 8:30  am - 1:30 pm.  Lunch will be 
provided. More information about the above events is 
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer.

Visitors
Nathaniel Bishop, Donna Dones, Roseanna and Bella O’Neill, 

Annabelle Phillips, Smitty Smith.

Congratulations
To Marissa Paulin and Josh Estridge who were united in 

marriage on April 19th. We wish them a long and happy life 
together.  They will be living in Lakeland.

May
Bobby Sheumaker ......... Table  ................... Charles Paulin
Jimmy Sweeney ............ Assist ..................... Kyle Williams


