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A BARRIER TO GROWTH
David Bragg

Peter wrote to Christians living in difficult times, when suffering was their routine lot.  They frequently found 
themselves at odds with government officials and mistreated in the marketplace.  The apostle’s first epistle outlines 
useful advice on how to handle the adverse situations.  At the heart of Peter’s counsel is the valid assumption that the 
process of living the Christian life will present opportunities for sharing one’s faith in Christ.  To take advantage of 
these openings Christians must possess the ability to clearly explain their belief.  He wrote:

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a 
reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as 
evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed” (1 Pet. 3:15-16).

Convincing evidence must be offered to explain the lifestyle of a committed Christian.  The most powerful 
evidence to be proposed would be the Word of God.  It alone would carry the authority to convince and the ability 
to convert.  The greatest testimony against faith is for the world to ask and the Christian to be unable to explain the 
very Gospel they profess to believe.

MY HEROS
by Charles R. Gamble 

Early Tuesday morning (while it was still dark) Lois, Malyssa and I happened upon a bad traffic accident. I was 
able to help out at the scene, then continued on our way to the hospital. Lois and Malyssa went to the lab while I 
reported to the ER, since I was the chaplain for the week.

Soon the injured began to arrive. I stayed out of the way and watched the teams as they received each patient. 
It was a very impressive display of professionalism. All the resources of the hospital were brought to bear on the 
situation. Staff was running but not panicked. Soon the Life Flight staff from another hospital arrived to transport 
one patient to another facility. Again, everything moved quickly and efficiently.

I am reminded that this scene repeats itself more often than I like to consider. I will pray for the ones who were 
injured but I will, also, give God thanks for those who are ready to serve us in many ways that we may not consider 
until it’s needed.
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Where Is Your TreasureWhere Is Your Treasure
~ Thomas Baxley ~~ Thomas Baxley ~

Matthew 6:19-24 is a commentary on the first 18 verses of the 
chapter. When Jesus tells us not to lay for ourselves treasure on the 
earth, He is speaking about those who practice their righteousness to 
be seen of men. Those who are all about fame and notoriety care little 
for the afterlife, but have concerns with how they are perceived in the 
here and now. When their piety becomes a show, they are storing up 
for themselves treasure on earth. 

The problem is that there is little security down here. Thieves break 
in and steal, and moth and rust destroy things stored down here. If we 
wish to have everlasting treasure, we must store riches in the most 
secure location – heaven. In heaven our treasure cannot be stolen, nor 
can it be destroyed by moth or rust; and remember that where your 
treasure is, that is where your heart is, too.

The way to ensure you are storing up your treasure in heaven is to 
make sure that your eyes are clear and healthy. We are not speaking 
of literal eye health, of course, but spiritual eye health. If the eye is 
healthy, the body will be full of light; if the eye is bad, the whole body 
will be full of darkness. 

You cannot serve two masters. A clear eye recognizes this and 
serves God, and no one or nothing else. A bad eye tries to have God 
and something else. Those who practice their righteousness to be seen 
of men store their treasure on earth, have bad eyes and serve mammon; 
their hearts are not with God. Where is your heart?



The Real Joy of Christian Living
 

“And these things we write to you that your joy may be full” (1 John 1:4 NKJV). 
Mark N. Posey

 

Some seem so anxious to avoid hell that they forget to celebrate their journey to heaven (cf. 2 John 1:4). 
Therefore, what is the real joy of good living? You know that your sins are forgiven (Romans 8:1). 
This happens when you commit yourself to Christ in faith, repent, confess Jesus as the Son of God 

and baptism. David was “a man after God’s own heart,” but he broke 40% of the 10 Commandments on one 
particular occasion. Yet, the God who forgave David’s sins will forgive your sins, too (Psalm 32:1; cf. 1 John 
1:9). God forgives the sins of those that are penitent, baptized believers (Acts 2:38).

1. You know that you have someone to help you along life’s way (Hebrews 2:18). The word “aid” 
(“succor” KJV) means “to help” or “come to the rescue.” Jesus promised to be with His disciples “even unto 
the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20). Jesus knows our struggles (Hebrews 4:15).

2. You know you are engaged in the greatest work in the world (2 Timothy 4:5). After all, investment 
determines involvement. We will be greatly involved in that which we invest our time, treasures and talents, 
and it will pay dividends for time and eternity (Psalm 23:6; cf. 1 Timothy 4:8, 15-16).

3. You know that you are living by the best set of rules in the world (James 1:21-25). If we live by 
the rules of the New Testament, we shall never go wrong. The Word of God is like a mirror in which we see 
ourselves as we really are (James 1:23). Following Jesus results in change (2 Corinthians 3:18).

4. You know that death holds no fear for you (2 Timothy 4:6-7). Paul said he was “ready.” He also 
spoke of his departure. The Christian has such promises as Psalm 116:16 and Revelation 14:13. Isn’t it great 
to know that when the end of the way comes, we have a refuge for the soul?

5. You know that you have a home in heaven waiting for you (2 Timothy 4:8; cf. John 14:1-3; 1 Peter 
1:3-5). Peter speaks of a reservation that is made in heaven for the redeemed. The reservation is for those that 
have been “born again” (John 3:3, 5).

6. You know that you have brought joy to others as well (1 Peter 1:6). The Philippians brought joy to 
the apostle Paul (1:3-6). Philip helped the Ethiopian eunuch to “go on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:39). May 
God help us to live in such a way that someone will say, “I have seen Jesus in your life.”

7. You know that you have spent your time in service to the Lord (Philippians 1:1; James 1:1). 
The greatest endeavor is serving others. Jesus was a Servant, according to Matthew 20:28, John 13:15 and 
Philippians 2:7. The word “servant” is from doulos, which means, “voluntary slave.” Jesus said, “He that 
will be greatest among you, let him be your servant” (Matthew 20:26). The words that we want to hear 
on Judgment Day are, “Well done thou good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). Serving others means 
serving Jesus (Matthew 25:40).

May we live godly lives from here to eternity! May we each truly know the joy of good living.



Sunday,  April 28, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ...................................................... Fred Strickland

10:00 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .................................... Jimmy Sweeney
Closing Prayer ..........................................Kyle Williams
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer ...............................................Jeff Bingle
Greeters ...................................... Robert & June Cooper
Att. Cards .................... Paul Sweeney & Ian Enamorado
Open & Close Building .........................David Anderson

Wed. May 1, 2013
Song Leader   ........................................Jason Handrix 
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt, so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231. 

April 21, 2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer ........................................................ Stacey Paulin

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine

6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer .........................................Steve Hunley
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife
Greeters ................. Marissa Paulin & Courtney Williams
Att. Cards......... ........Quadarius Askew & Antonio Martin
Open & Close Building .........................David Anderson

Wed. April 24, 2013
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner 
Opening Prayer ....................................... Jason Hendrix 
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Mar. 24 .............................................. $3,540.44
Mar. 31 .............................................. $3,994.51
Apr. 07 .............................................. $4,437.12
Apr. 14 .............................................. $4,214.07
Contribution Average ..................... $4,187.49
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby ................. Table  .....................Stacey Paulin
Ken Walker ................... Assist ..............................Phil Fife

April
Prayer List

Our Members: Bruce Longfellow had surgery Tuesday 
and hopes to go home soon. Evelyn Wyatt is scheduled  
to have eye surgery Thursday. Mary Shoemake, Sam 
Bolding, Duane Nelson, Margaret Coone & Sharon 
Washington.

Relatives:   Earl Anderson, Don Moore, Karen Swiney, Nina 
Hart, Annie Beth Coone.   

Shut In Members: Newman Kirkland, Artis Bassett.
Others: Mary Lucas (Lisa Romine’s mother) is still recover-

ing from the house fire which did a lot of damage to her 
lungs. If you would like to send her a card, the address 
is on the bulletin board. Christina Feussner, Graham 
McDonald,  Kathy Peel &  Danny Edmonds. Please pray 
for all of these        

Upcoming Events  
April 20th - Men’s Breakfast will be at Eagle Lake begin-

ning at 8:00 am.
April 21st - 25th - Gospel Meeting at Eagle Lake Church 

of Christ. Speaker will be Sam Willcut.  
April 21st - 25th - Gospel Meeting at Hilltop Church of 

Christ.  Speaker will be Dr. Jack Evans, Sr.
May 3rd - 5th - Orange St. Church of Christ Youth Retreat 

at Weekee Wachee.  If you plan to attend, the Registration 
forms are on the table in the foyer.

May 4th - Ladies Brunch at Central Church of Christ in 
Winter Haven at 9:00 am. Please RSVP by April 29th.

May 18th - Ladies Day at So. Fla. Ave. Church of Christ, 
Lakeland, FL. from 8:30  am - 1:30 pm.  Lunch will be 
provided. More information about the above events is 
posted on the bulletin board in the foyer.

Visitors
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Bishop & Violet.  Mrs. Pam Bonine, 

Mr. Robin Leonard, Roseanna & Bella O’Neill, Smitty Smith.

New Address
Jeremy and Stefani Padilla have moved, and have a new 

address. It is: 905 Castle Way, Lakeland, Florida 33803.

Welcome Home
We are happy to have Casey Paulin back  with us. He has been 

working in Idaho for the last several months.

                             


