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Weekend, April 18-20 is the “big meeting” (aka L2L Convention). Our young 
people have worked very hard. We also appreciate the adults who have sacrificed their time 
and talents to help our young people. Some of us will be leaving early Friday to submit 
projects by 11:00 a.m. Pray for our safe travel, successful evaluations, and fulfilled fellowship! 
Sunday, April 27 will be the L2L banquet, honoring our participants. Having explored some options, 
we have decided to have a fellowship-meal style dinner on Sunday. Stay tuned for announcements as to the 
time and kind of food. 
Saturday, May 17 will be our next youth devotional 
and activity. It will be hosted by the Williams family. 
Stay tuned for announcements for time and activity.

Weeki Wachee Spring Youth 
May 2-4 @ Weeki Wachee Christian Camp

7360 Erin Rd, Springhill, FL 34607

“Looking from the Shore”
What can we learn from Noah and the flood, the crossing 
of the Red Sea, the cleansing of Naaman, stilling the Sea 
of Galilee, and the baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch?

VBS is June 22-26
Our planning meeting was held last Sunday. Be on 
the look out for ways you can help make it a success!

Cottage at CFBC. I have known the camp, the cottage, and our dear sister Margaret for a long time, but never knew the 
heart touching connection until that night. One thing the incident shows is the lasting influence one person can have 
on others. Even after a person is dead, his or her influence continues. The Bible says of Abel that “he being dead still 
speaks” (Hebrews 11:4). Influence for good can motivate those of future generations to do better. The Bible is filled with 
individuals “who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant 
in battle, and turned to flight the armies of the aliens” (Hebrews 11:34-35). These encourage us to better, more coura-
geous service to the Lord. We must also realize that our influence continues while we live. 
Positively, we must be the “salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-16). 
We want people to glorify God through our influence! Negatively, our bad influence can also 
continue to hurt us and those under its sphere. For example, when young people tweet, insta-
gram, or snapchat with profanity and/or crude images and innuendos, their influence among 
people who really matter can be damaged for life. Let us realize the power of influence and 
do all we can to harness ours to the glory of God!

Influence Lives On What a tremendous story Kenny French 
told us last Wednesday night about Greeson
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Do I Have to Go to Church?
 

Steve Higginbotham
 

Have you ever had questions like that asked of you? Through 
the years, I have often had people ask the question, “Do I 
have to go to all the services of the church? I mean, what if I 

do not go on Sunday night or Wednesday night? Do I have to go at those 
times if I faithfully go Sunday morning?” Well, allow me to answer that 
question with a few questions of my own.

•  Do you have to hug and kiss your little children?

•  Do you have to remember your wife’s birthday?

•  Do you have to call home when you are late coming home from   
 work?

•  Do you have to buy Christmas presents for your family?

•  Do you have to attend ballgames and band functions in which    
 your children are involved?

•  Do you have to attend the funeral of a close friend or loved one?

•  Do you have to say, “I love you” when you love someone?
 

I think you see the point. Sometimes we are guilty of asking the 
wrong questions. There are some things in life that we do not “have” 
to do, but we “get” to do. In fact, even asking the question, “Do I have 
to…” is terribly inappropriate. When my relationship with my God is 
based on what I “have” to do and what I don’t “have” to do, then I had 
better take a long hard look at that relationship. “For where two or three 
are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them” 
(Matthew 18:20).

Do I Have to Go to Church?
Steve Higginbotham
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WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING
T. Pierce Brown

When we find the story of Aaron and the golden calf as recorded in Exodus 32, we are 
especially reminded of Paul’s statements in the New Testament. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 
10:11, “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for 

our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.” In Romans 15:4 he says, “For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope.” 

We are shocked and amazed that any of the Israelites could have passed through the Red Sea as they 
did, and to have seen the love, the care and the power of God as they had, and be so faithless and rebellious. 
We are especially amazed that a man like Aaron, who was the spokesman for Moses and had been invited 
up on the mount with Moses when he talked with God, could do as he did in making the golden calf.

His excuses and rationalizations would be funny if not so serious. “I cast the gold into the fire and there 
came out this calf” (Exodus 32:24) sounds more like a little child that was found with hand in the cookie 
jar than it does a statement of a leader of God’s people. However, it is no more difficult to understand than 
the kind of rationalization that we find among God’s people today. We have come to expect the people of 
the world to blame everything and everybody for their ungodliness. They were born and raised in poverty, 
abused by their parents, mistreated by the government and suffered all sorts of other indignities that made 
them not responsible for getting drunk, blowing up buildings, killing their classmates or whatever else 
they do. Any person who would live out in the woods and make bombs to blow up various persons must 
be insane, and not responsible for his actions. If he lives in town and burns down his apartment complex 
or kills all his relatives, he is still not responsible, for it is the ghetto or society or someone else who is 
responsible.

However, when we find the same sort of reactions among ourselves, even those of us who preach the 
Gospel, it is even worse. A preacher may preach some of the finest sermons on personal evangelism or 
giving that you ever heard. However, when you ask him why the congregation for which he preaches does 
not seem to abound in either giving or personal evangelism, instead of realizing it is because he has not 
practiced what he preached, he says in effect, “I cast my gold into the fire, and this calf came out.”

There are preachers and influential members who are found committing adultery with others in the 
congregation. It is not their fault in many cases, to hear them tell the story after they are caught. She was 
flaunting herself, he had been deprived of his rights by his wife or any number of other things. In any case, 
he had little, if anything to do with it, for he had just “cast his gold into the fire, and this calf came out.”

There is a grain of truth in that bushel of chaff, but one of the saddest things about the situation is that 
as long as it is the fault of the people, the fire or some other thing, there is no way we can repent of our sin 
and be forgiven. We simply cannot repent of another person’s sins. Regardless of how much fault there 
is in the other person, each of us has the responsibility to do what is right in every situation. What is your 
excuse for your failures, shortcomings and sins? Did the calf just come out, or did you shape it with your 
engraving tool?



April 20, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Frank Hamby.
Prayer .........................................................Brian Keny.on

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................... Jimmy. Sweeney.
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................  Charles Sanford
Closing Prayer ........................................Jeremy. Padilla
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ...................................... Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane
Greeters ........................................... The Hendrix Family.
Att. Cards......... ...Sebastian Rapley. & Quadarius Askew
Open & Close Building .........................David Anderson

Wed. April 23, 2014
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner  
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ................................................ Bob Pratt

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

Sunday,  April 27, 2014
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ................................. Stacey. Paulin
Prayer .......................................................Jeremy. Padilla

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ................................... Jimmy. Sweeney.
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................David Williams
Closing Prayer ............................................Fred Rapley.
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer .........................................Ky.le Williams
Closing Prayer ..................................... Charles Sanford
Greeters ...................................... Robert & June Cooper
Att. Cards .................Quadarius Askew & Paul Sweeney.
Open & Close Building .........................David Anderson
                         Wed. April 30, 2014
Song Leader ............................................ Antonio Martin
Opening Prayer ...................................... Ty.ler Anderson
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Mar. 23  ................................ $4,277.00
Mar. 30 ................................. $5,104.25
Apr. 06  ................................ $3,897.40
Apr. 13 ................................. $4,536.80
Contribution Average ......... $4,504.68
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE
April

Prayer List
Our Members: Hannah & June Hendrix are both sick at 

home.  Evelyn Wyatt is still sick. Jim Turner, Jacquelin 
Dopwell, Sam Bolding, Duane Nelson, Bill Burton, Ann 
Howard, JoAnn Hoback, Margaret Coone & Sharon 
Washington. 

Relatives:   Valerie Rodriguez, Gary Thrower, Danny Ste-
phens &  Lewis Tillis.

Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee & Louise 
Starks.

Others: Glen Wilcutt, Betty Wetherington, Alison Bridge-
mohan, Frances Cain, Marilyn Eick, Frank Woods, 
Timothy Teel, Michael Ray, Christina Fuessner, Bonnie 
Hendricks & Kathy Peel.

Upcoming Events
Apr. 16th: - Basic Bible Knowledge class is held in the 

Fellowship hall from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.
Apr.18th: -20th: - Lads to Leaders Convention in Orlando. 
Apr. 27th - May 1st:  - Gospel meeting at Hilltop church 

of Christ in Winter Haven. 
May 3rd: - “Ladies Day” at South Florida Avenue Church 

of Christ in Lakeland. 

Visitors
Tiffany Jackson, Deborah Leonard, Adam Black, Mrs. Katy 
Stapor.

In Memory
My church family is invited to join me in the Life Celebration 

of my Mother, Artis Bassett on Saturday, April 26th from 11:00 
am to 2:00 pm at my home.

                                              Melissa Craft

Hither, Thither and Yon
Brian Kenyon is at the Southwest Lectures in Austin, Texas. 

Bruce & Dolores Longfellow will be going to Michigan and 
Pennsylvania this week. They will be gone for about a month. 
Paul Romine will be out of town this week visiting family.

Josh Estridge ................. Table  ....................Kenny. French
Charles Paulin .............. Assist .............Bobby. Sheumaker

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message

“Strength Needed”
1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page

www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


