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April 13 will be our final L2L Sunday before the big meeting in Orlando! We will hone our skills in the 
events taking place there (speech, song leading, etc.), as well as wrap up any lingering projects!
Weekend, April 18-20 is the “big meeting” (aka L2L Convention). Our young people and their 
adult mentors have worked very hard. We appreciate all who have helped and continue to do so.
Sunday, April 27 will be the L2L banquet, honoring our participants. Stay tuned for announcements 
as to the time and place. Due to cost and lack of space at restaurants, we are leaning toward having it here. 

A young person growing up in this world is bombarded daily with lustful images, crude language, and the im-
pression that what we know as sinful activity is not really that bad. A person can become so desensitized by what 
comes in through the smart phone, for example, that the final step into sin is very small. John told us to “not love 
the world or the things in the world,” and then explained, “For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world” (1 John 2:15-16). What may appear 
harmless at first, “At the last ... bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper” (Proverbs 23:32). We must not allow 
our fleshly lusts to draw our bodies into sin, including fornication (1 Corinthians 6:18). Young people, don’t lose 
your virginity over a fleeting moment of lust—you can never get it back! Wait till marriage! We must not allow 
our lustful eyes to draw our focus off Jesus onto Satan’s seemingly harmless sights. Young people, stay away 
from pornography and sexting and/or receiving such. Partial nudity is still nudity, and it is wrong! We must not 
allow arrogant pride to deceive us into thinking we know better than the age-old principles 
of God’s word. Young people, do not think wisdom is with the cool among your peers. Yes, 
some good things can be learned from them, but the wisdom that will get you through this 
stage of life with no regrets is found in God’s word and those who have lived it for decades. 
God loves you and wants you on His side forever! Do not love this world!

Do Not Love The World

VBS 
June 22-26

Save the Date Our VBS planning meeting will 
be this Sunday, April 13 right after 
morning worship service. We 
can use all the help you can give! 

Weeki Wachee Spring Youth Retreat
May 2-4 @ Weeki Wachee Christian Camp

7360 Erin Rd, Springhill, FL 34607

“Looking from the Shore”
What can we learn from Noah and the flood, the crossing 
of the Red Sea, the cleansing of Naaman, stilling the Sea 
of Galilee, and the baptism of the Ethiopian eunuch?

“I do not pray that You should take them 
out of the world, but that You should keep 
them from the evil one” (John 17:15).
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There’s something about human nature that wants to dwell on negativity. 
If you don’t believe me, take a look at the news and magazines. The latest 
divorces, scandals and controversies dominate the scene. Inconsistent 

with biblical love, some even find pleasure in hearing the wrongdoings of others 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 13:6). There are some that seem to be consumed with everything 
that is wrong with the world to the point it makes them bitter and incapable of 
feeling joy. As Christians, we must be aware of the realities of the world (as 
negative as they may be), but we should not be consumed in our thinking by them. 
Remember the words of Paul: “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, let 
your mind dwell on these things” (Philippians 4:8 Mounce).

 As Christians, we should look for the virtuous things in life as a dwelling 
place for our thoughts. Let us all meditate upon this verse and actively seek to 
dwell on the good in our thought life. Let us focus on what’s right in the world 
instead of always what is wrong. Let us focus on the good that may come out of 
situations that are not so good.

Let us focus on what we have instead of what we don’t have. Failing to let our 
minds dwell on the good is dangerous to our souls. If we’re not careful, by our 
own negativity and bitterness, we may make our lives miserable and conceal the 
light of Christ in us. This doesn’t mean we are artificially ‘happy on the outside’ 
all the time, nor content with the evil that takes place around us. However, the 
world is in desperate need of hope and truth. We should stand firm for what we 
are against, but we should also be a people who are known what we are for. We 
want the world to know that we are for grace, truth, forgiveness, righteousness, 
love and ultimately for Jesus. We cannot proclaim what we are for to the world if 
we are consumed with negativity and bitterness.

May God help us cleanse our thought-life through His Word. May God bless 
us all as we serve Him this week!

The Power of Positive Thinking
Torrey Clark

The Power of Positive Thinking
Torrey Clark
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The Empty Tomb
 

Brad Harrub

Every year thousands of Muslims make a pilgrimage to Mecca to the tomb of Muhammad. Likewise, 
followers of Confucianism visit the grave of Confucius in Qufu, Shandong Province of China. 
Similarly, the Temple of the Tooth or “Dalada Maligawa” is believed to house some of the cremated 

ashes of Buddha. Having been buried centuries ago, the physical bodies of these religious founders are slowly 
turning to dust as millions journey to pay honor and respect.

Christianity is unique in that we serve a risen Savior. There are no remains to which to pilgrimage. Our 
Savior Jesus Christ fully conquered death. For those skeptics who vehemently cling to naturalistic causes for 
everything, the bodily resurrection of Jesus seems ludicrous. They laugh at the very notion. Yet, what does the 
evidence prove? Here’s what I intend on teaching my children about the resurrection.

Everything hinges on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, “And if Christ 
is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses 
of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise. For if the dead 
do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen your faith is futile; you are still in your sins” 
(1 Corinthians 15:14-17).  Simply put, if Jesus could not make it out of the tomb, we do not have any hope.

When you consider the resurrection, ask yourself first and foremost: Who moved the stone? Make no 
doubt about it, the individuals living at that time took ample measure to make sure the tomb was secure. The 
chief priests and Pharisees spoke to Pilate and said, “Sir we remember while He was still alive, how that 
deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.’ Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third 
day, lest His disciples come by night and steal Him away” (Matthew 27:63-64). We learn from Matthew’s 
account that the stone in front of the tomb was sealed and a guard was assigned to watch the tomb (vs. 65-66).

 Yet, even with all of this preparation, the tomb was found empty. Logic tells us that if the Jews took the 
body, they would have paraded it all around town denouncing the notion that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 
If they really knew where the body was, it would have surfaced not long after the crucifixion. Likewise, if the 
disciples took the body then they would have known for certain that the resurrection was a hoax. Not only did 
they preach about the bodily resurrection of Jesus, but many went to their deaths proclaiming it. Who would 
go to his own death perpetuating a lie? A stranger off the street would not have taken it for fear of the guard 
and breaking the seal – besides what use would the body have been to a stranger? None of these options is 
logical – and yet the tomb remains empty.

 I have come to regard the resurrection as probably the best “Christian evidence” material in existence. 
Scholars who do not believe in the Bible will concede that a man named Jesus walked the earth and was 
crucified. We have ancient historical writings that serve as evidence for these events. How can one explain 
away the empty tomb? Again, who rolled away the stone? How was it Saul – who would later become the 
apostle Paul – was so utterly convinced of the resurrection? Additionally, why would thousands of religious 
people change their day of worship from the Sabbath (Saturday – Exodus 20:8; 31:15-19) to the first day of 
the week (Sunday – Acts 6:7; 21:20)? Finally, why would thousands of Jews be pricked in their hearts on the 
day of Pentecost (Acts 2) if it were merely a hoax?

Jesus conquered death. This exciting fact gives meaning to every aspect of our modern-day worship. We 
now have a Mediator through which we can pray. It gives meaning to the Lord’s Supper that we observe on 
the first day of the week. The truth that Jesus came out of the grave gives Christians the hope that we too will 
one day spend eternity with Him! Study the resurrection, for it will certainly strengthen your faith.



April 20, 2014    
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ..................................Frank Hamby.
Prayer .........................................................Brian Keny.on

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ................................... Jimmy. Sweeney.
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ...................................  Charles Sanford
Closing Prayer ........................................Jeremy. Padilla
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ...................................... Fred Strickland
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane
Greeters ........................................... The Hendrix Family.
Att. Cards......... ...Sebastian Rapley. & Quadarius Askew
Open & Close Building .........................David Anderson

Wed. April 23, 2014
Song Leader .................................................. Jim Turner  
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ................................................ Bob Pratt

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Jason Hendrix, so he can 

get a replacement - 537-0857 

Sunday,  April 13, 2014
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ................................ Antonio Martin
Prayer ........................................................Kenny. French

10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ....................................... Stacey. Paulin
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles Paulin
Closing Prayer .............................................Ken Walker
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ...............................................Paul Romine
Opening Prayer ........................................ Stacey. Paulin
Closing Prayer .........................................Kenny. French
Greeters ........................................... The Keny.on Family.
Att. Cards ............... Ian Enamorado & Sebastian Rapley.
Open & Close Building .........................David Anderson
                         Wed. April 16, 2014
Song Leader ............................................Jeremy. Padilla
Opening Prayer .........................................Frank Hamby.
Closing Prayer ......................................... Stacey. Paulin

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Mar. 16  ................................ $4,681.00
Mar. 23 ................................. $4,277.00
Mar. 30  ................................ $5,104.25
Apr. 06 ................................. $3,897.40
Contribution Average ......... $4,502.39
2014 Weekly Budget ........... $4,256.38

SCHEDULED TO SERVE
April

Prayer List
Our Members: Phil Fife is scheduled for knee surgery this 

Thursday. Evelyn Wyatt is sick at home.  James Padilla is 
sick also. Jim Turner, Jacquelin Dopwell, Sam Bolding, 
Duane Nelson, Bill Burton, Ann Howard, JoAnn Hoback, 
Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington. 

Relatives:   Valerie Rodriguez, Gary Thrower, Danny Ste-
phens &  Lewis Tillis.

Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee & Louise 
Starks.

Others: Glen Wilcutt, minister at Eagle Lake & his wife, 
Mary Ann were injured in an auto accident.  Glen’s inju-
ries were serious. Betty Wetherington, Alison Bridgemo-
han, Frances Cain, Marilyn Eick, Frank Woods, Timothy 
Teel, Michael Ray, Christina Fuessner, Bonnie Hendricks 
& Kathy Peel.

Upcoming Events
Apr. 9th: - The Basic Bible knowledge class begins this 

Wednesday evening and will go through May 28th.  
Classes are from 6:30 to 8:00 pm in our fellowship hall.

Apr. 12th: - There will be an Egg Hunt at the Bingle’s 
house beginning at 10:00 am.

Apr. 13th: - There will be a short VBS start up meeting 
after our morning worship service. Our VBS is planned 
for June 22-26.

Apr.18th: -20th: - Lads to Leaders Convention in Orlando.  
May 3rd: - “Ladies Day” at South Florida Avenue Church 

of Christ in Lakeland. 

Visitors
Tiffany Jackson, Jane Jessee, Deborah Leonard, Mr. & Mrs. 

Bill McKinney, Paul Lethers, Alicia Smith & Latraile.  
Hither, Thither and Yon

Brian Kenyon will be at the Southwest Lectures in Austin, 
Texas from April 12-16. Please pray for him as he travels and 
for others that may be away.

Josh Estridge ................. Table  ....................Kenny. French
Charles Paulin .............. Assist .............Bobby. Sheumaker

HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message
“Not For Sale”

1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com


