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Do We Love the Lord More

South Florida Avenue
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1807 South Florida Avenue
Lakeland, FL 33803-2653

Return Service Requested

THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSEVERANCE

“So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He 
saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  
He saith unto him, feed my lambs.” (John 21:15)

Do We Love the Lord More Than Our Kinsmen? If we 
do, we will not let them keep us from obeying the gospel.  
We will be willing to leave the religion they have accepted 
if it is proven wrong.  We will not let them keep us from 
attending the services of the Lord’s church.  Remember, 
“He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:37).

Do We Love the Lord More Than Our Money? If we 
do, we will not make the heaping of riches the chief object 

~ Wendell Winkler ~

Mike Benson
  “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow…” (Philippians 2:10). In August 1857, Cyrus Field and his 

company, Atlantic Telegraph, attempted to lay a telegraph cable from England to North America, but the cable broke 
at twelve thousand feet under the ocean surface and could not be recovered. During the next nine years, Field and 
his men made three more unsuccessful attempts. Finally, in July 1866, they succeeded in laying hundreds of miles 
of cable across the Atlantic.

Israel spent almost twenty-one years rebuilding the temple. The work began in 537 B.C. and was finally 
completed in 516 B.C. Israel’s enemies continually stopped the work; one period lasted as long as seventeen years. 
People of less perseverance might have given up, but Israel had a deep desire to worship God.

Paul wrote about Christ’s patience, or more exactly, His perseverance. We may not understand why the Lord 
demonstrated patient determination in His humanity, but we are to follow His pattern. “May the Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ” (2 Thessalonians 3:5).

of our living.  We will give liberally of our means to the 
Lord (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).  Remember, the Lord said, 
“For the love of money is the root of all evil” (1 Timothy 
6:10).

Do We Love the Lord More Than Pleasure? If we do, 
we will not engage in that which is forbidden, that which 
will hurt our influence for Christ.  Remember, the Lord, 
in speaking of perilous times, said men shall be “lovers 
of pleasures more than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:1-4).

Do We Love the Lord More Than Praise of Men? If 
we do, we will be willing to stand for the Lord and the 
right, though we must stand alone (2 Timothy 4:16-17).  
The chief rulers “did not confess him, lest they should be 
put out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men 
more than the praise of God” (John 12:42-43).

The Lord should be the supreme object of our affection 
(Matthew 22:37).  May we learn to sing, and mean it, 
“More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee.”

Do We Love the Lord More
~ Wendell Winkler 
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Bobby Sheumaker

DEACONS
Jeff Bingle

Jimmy Sweeney
David Williams
Chuck Wyatt

MINISTER
Robert McAnally
(863) 682-3600

ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Brian Kenyon
(863) 944-8565

SECRETARY
Virginia Walker

OFFICE PHONE
(863) 682-4702 

SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible Study...................9:30a.m.
Worship......................10:30a.m.
Evening Worship........6:00p.m.

WEDNESDAY
Ladies Class.............10:00a.m.
Bible Study.................7:00p.m.

HOME OF
Florida School of Preaching

MISSION FIELDS
Dub Hill...........................Russia
Don Iverson.......................India
Randy Judd........Malawi, Africa
Graham McDonald.....Scotland
J. Paguaga.......Honduras, C.A.
Joey Treat.........Pacific Islands
Ted Wheeler..........Ghana, W.A.

EMAIL
SFA.church@gmail.com

sfacc.net

Brother South has been preaching for the Woodland Hills church of Christ in 
Cordova, Tennessee, since 2010. Prior to this he taught in the School of Biblical 
Studies at Freed-Hardeman University for twelve years. He received formal 
education from Freed-Hardeman University (BA, 1987), Oklahoma Christian 
University (MA, 1994), Harding School of Theology (MDiv, 2002). In his twenty-
five years of preaching, he has served churches of Christ in Mississippi, Missouri, 
and Tennessee. He has been on short-term mission trips to Honduras, Ukraine, and 
England. He and his wife, Barbie, have three children and three grandchildren.

David South
of Memphis, Tennessee

You Are Invited . . .
GOSPEL MEETING

April
7-10
7:00 p.m.
Each Evening

~ Except Sunday ~

9:30 &10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

A Warm Welcome Is Extended To All

Chad Tagtow will be back with us to lead our singing in this 
meeting. We are looking forward to a great meeting with great 
preaching, great singing and great fellowship together. Please be  
planning now to be present for every service and bring others with 
you.



THE CREDIT CRISIS
 

Don Blackwell 

“You’ll have a hard time topping him!” This was the comment made by a well-intentioned Christian 
lady to the next speaker on the lectureship. He responded to this sister, “I don’t want to top him. We’re on 
the same side.” Though this sweet Christian woman surely meant nothing negative, it does remind one of 
the old saying, “There is no competition among lighthouses.” We would do well to remind ourselves of 
that sentiment on a regular basis.

 
There seems to be an infatuation among some members of the church with getting credit for their 

work. Some preachers have even warned, “If you use my material, be sure to give me credit.” In the 
secular world, this is surely understandable, but in the Lord’s church, the obsession with getting credit 
seems a bit out of place. My goal as a Gospel preacher is not about “getting credit.” My “credit” is not 
on this earth. My goal is to save souls, and if I produce something that will help others more effectively 
accomplish this goal, then please use it.

 
The Pharisees were very concerned with getting credit and with being seen of men. When they gave 

alms, they wanted credit among men. When they prayed, they wanted credit among men. However, the 
Lord said, “Verily I say unto you, They have their reward” (Matthew 5:2). May our righteousness exceed 
that of the Pharisees!

 
One is also reminded of Herod in Acts 12, who evidently had given a very eloquent verbal presentation. 

Though the praise of the people was certainly excessive, Herod enjoyed it nonetheless. The text, however, 
says, “an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not give glory to God.” Without a doubt, this is 
where all credit should be directed. Though I may have been blessed with great ability, it was given to me 
by God.

 
In the business world, employees who work for the same company all labor together to produce a 

product that will benefit the business. Ultimately, the credit goes to the company, not the individual. In 
fact, under the U.S. copyright law’s work-made-for-hire doctrine, the owner of an intellectual creation 
is not the employee who originated the idea, but rather the company for whom he works. In the Lord’s 
church, we all work for the same “company” if you will. Though the Lord’s church is not a company, it’s 
a team of people all working together to accomplish the same goal — to save souls and to give God the 
glory. Let’s let the credit remain with the Owner of the church.

 
This “credit seeking” attitude is particularly unattractive when seen among faithful brotherhood works. 

Due to the difficulty in raising money, sometimes evangelistic works of the church put great emphasis 
on who gets the credit for work done. While it’s certainly not wrong to point to the effectiveness of a 
particular effort, we need to be careful not to let pride enter the picture, nor to begrudge another good work 
in any way. There is no competition among lighthouses, and we’re all on the same side.



Sunday,  March 31, 2013
9:30 A.M. 

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ..........................................................Chuck Wyatt

10:00 A.M.    
Announcements ................................Bobby Sheumaker
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer .............................................Tim Croson
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ..............................................Kyle Williams
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Closing Prayer .............................................Ken Walker
Greeters ........................................ The Anderson Family
Att. Cards ..................................Tucker & Paul Sweeney
Open & Close Building .......................... Fred Strickland

Wed. April 3, 2013
Song Leader   ........................................Jason Hendrix 
Opening Prayer ........................................Kenny French
Closing Prayer ............................................. Kyle Bingle

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt, so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231. 

April 7, 2013      
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ............................................................Ken Walker

10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny French
Song Leader .............................................. Chad Tagtow
Opening Prayer .................................Bobby Sheumaker
Closing Prayer ........................................David Williams

6:00 P.M.Song Leader .............................................. Chad Tagtow
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane
Closing Prayer ...........................................Paul Romine
Greeters .......................................Kenny & Reba French
Att. Cards......... ........Ian Enamorado & Tucker Sweeney
Open & Close Building .........................David Anderson

Wed. April 10, 2013
Song Leader .............................................. Chad Tagtow 
Opening Prayer ...................................... John McShane 
Closing Prayer ........................................Jeremy Padilla

~   HOW WE ARE GIVING   ~  .  
Mar. 03 .............................................. $4,936.00
Mar. 10 .............................................. $4,776.07
Mar. 17 .............................................. $3,804.70
Mar. 24 .............................................. $3,540.44
Contribution Average ..................... $4,097.23
2013 Weekly Budget ....................... $4,255.13

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

Frank Hamby ................. Table  .....................Stacey Paulin
Ken Walker ................... Assist ..............................Phil Fife

April

Prayer List
Our Members: David Deal, Mary Shoemake, Sam Bolding, 

Duane Nelson, Margaret Coone & Sharon Washington.
Relatives:  Kim Sheffield, Earl Anderson, Don Moore, 

Karen Swiney, Nina Hart, Annie Beth Coone.   
Shut In Members: Newman Kirkland, Artis Bassett.
Others:  Donna Arcand, Christina Feussner, Graham Mc-

Donald,  Kathy Peel &  Danny Edmonds.           
Upcoming Events  

Mar. 29th - 31st - Lads to Leaders Convention in Orlando.
Apr. 6th - The Area-Wide Ladies Brunch will be hosted by 

the ladies of our congregation, at 9:00 a.m. 

April 7th - 10th - Gospel Meeting here at So. Florida Ave. 
Church of Christ. David South will be the speaker.

Visitors 
Terry Anderson, Cameron Anderson, Nathaniel, Katie & 

Violet Bishop, Pam Bonine, Mr. & Mrs. Lee Garland & sons, 
Jack & Noah. Roseanna O’Neill, Laila Terflinger, Smitty Smith.

Baptisms
We rejoice that Bea Pratt was baptized into Christ Sunday 

evening for the remission of her sins.
Sophia Smith was also baptized into Christ Sunday evening 

for the remission of her sins.  We pray God’s richest blessings on 
both Bea and Sophia in their walk with the Lord. 
Prayer Requests

Bob Pratt, and Carla Moore asked for the prayers of the church 
on their behalf.           
Hither, Thither and Yon

Our Lads to Leaders & some adults will be attending the 
Convention in Orlando this week-end.  Please  pray for their safety, 
and for Pam Share as she travels from So. Africa on Apr. 2nd.

                             
 

                   

                                 
                                                           

                        
                                                                 

March
Jimmy Sweeney ............. Table  .................David Anderson
Robert Cooper .............. Assist ......................Paul Romine

         

To comply with state regulations, an annual meeting and 
selection of directors must be conducted each year. This will 
be done immediately following the morning worship service 
March 31, 2013. The following nominations have been 
made:  David Anderson (Chairman); George French (Vice-
Chairman); Charles Paulin (Treasurer); Bobby Sheumaker 
(Secretary). Nominations may be made from the floor at 
the meeting. However, the nominees willingness to accept 
must be presented to the chairman prior to the meeting.

SELECTION OF DIRECTORS


