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Seeing Beneath the Surface
Tim Childs

It’s no secret that great advancements in the practice of medicine have been made 
possible through modern technology. When something goes wrong inside our bodies, 
doctors are able to use MRI and other equipment to scan and see what the problem is. 
The ability to diagnose and treat illnesses or injuries has been enhanced as both doctors 
and surgeons can see clearly beyond the skin and underlying tissue.

Doctors will often show the images to their patients as they share their diagnoses. 
Isn’t it amazing to see not only the organs and vessels, but further, what is taking place 
within them?

Without the aid of modern technology, God sees just as vividly what is going on 
within us. God didn’t need our modern equipment to see David, centuries before, when 
he was being formed within his mother’s womb, for he writes of God: “My substance 
was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest 
parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book 
all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there 
was none of them” (Psalm 139:15-16).

When Jesus walked among men, during the days of the first century A.D., He astounded 
others with His capacity to see far beneath the exterior of human flesh. Without the aid of 
modern equipment, Jesus could see and diagnose man’s spiritual maladies of the heart.

Such was the case in an event that unfolded in Matthew 9:1ff. Being brought before 
him, Jesus met a man who was physically sick with palsy. Jesus would have mercy and 
said, “Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.” Say that again? What? These words 
created a stir in the minds of some present. Matthew records that “certain of the scribes 
said within themselves, This man blasphemes.” “And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, 
‘Wherefore think you evil in your hearts?’” (Verses 3-4). Although their thoughts were not 
verbally expressed, Jesus saw clearly what was taking place on the inside.

We have long been blessed by God since He has given us the Bible, which enables 
us to see within ourselves as He sees us. As we look into this “mirror of the soul,” we are 
given the capacity to see what changes must be made for better spiritual health.

In closing, may you and I have the courage to behold ourselves as we are before 
God and our fellowman. May we have the wisdom that lies in a determination to change 
so that we conform to the image of Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son. “And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2).

Seeing Beneath the Surface
Tim Childs



THE CHURCH AND PETER
Gene West

From Matthew 16:18-19, we read these wonderful words from the lips of Jesus, “And I also say to 
you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” This passage 
is often used to support the religious dogma that Peter was the first earthly head of the church. Our question 
today is: Does this passage support that dogma? It is insisted that because our Lord said to the apostle Peter, 
“upon this rock I will build my church,” and because the word “Peter” in the Greek means a rock or a stone, 
it must be the case that Peter is the rock upon which Christ built His church. This of course, creates a direct 
contradiction with Paul’s statement in 1 Corinthians 3:11. Here the apostle wrote, “For no other foundation 
can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Here Paul plainly declared that the foundation 
upon which the church rests is our Lord Himself. If there is a contradiction in the Bible, one of two things 
must be true. Either the Bible is wrong, or someone’s interpretation of it is wrong. Both Peter and Christ 
cannot be the foundation upon which the church is built at the same time.

Another reason it cannot be substantiated that Peter is the foundation and earthly head of the church is 
that Jesus made the same statement to all the apostles that he made to Peter, when in Matthew 18:18 He said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” All the apostles were equally empowered to bind and loose the will of God 
on earth that had already been bound and loosed in heaven. Whatever relationship the apostle Peter has to the 
church as both head and foundation, this relationship was enjoyed by the other apostles as well. Therefore, 
you cannot have one apostle enjoying more power or authority than any other one.

Let us now look at the matter grammatically. When Jesus said to Peter, “you are Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build My church,” the word “you” is in the second person, just as we use it in English. However, 
when He spoke the words “this rock,” He spoke in the third person, indicating that He was not speaking 
of the same person; consequently, “you” and “this rock” must refer to two different things, or persons. In 
addition to this, we should point out that Peter=s name, Petros, is Greek masculine, and the word “rock” is 
Petra feminine. When this is pointed out, those defending the dogma that Peter is head and foundation of the 
church reply telling us that Jesus spoke in this passage in Aramaic, and in that language there is no difference 
in the two words. A question must be raised regarding this: How do they know Jesus spoke in the Aramaic? 
They usually reply, How do you know he didn’t? One would reply because the text in which it is found is 
in Greek, not Aramaic. If Matthew was inspired to write this language in Greek, and he was, then it does 
not really make any difference what language the Lord originally used; the Holy Spirit inspired Matthew to 
record Peter’s name as masculine and the word “rock” as feminine.

Those who wish to give primacy to Peter as head and foundation of the church do not give him primacy 
in evil as a result of his being singled out by the Lord who said in to him in Matthew 16:23, “Get behind Me, 
Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” No 
other apostle of our Lord ever received such a rebuke from the Savior, not even Judas Iscariot who betrayed 
him. We need to look at this matter in a balanced way as does the Bible.

Lastly, we point out that neither the apostle Peter, nor any other writer of the New Testament supported 
the idea that Peter is the earthly head of and foundation of the church. If Christ had appointed him to that 
exalted position, one would expect some New Testament writer to have mentioned it!



Sunday March 8, 2015   
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .............................Tucker Sweeney.
Prayer .....................................................David Anderson
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements ............................................ Sam Crow
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................  Kenny. French.
Closing Prayer ..........................................Ky.le Williams
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer ..........................................Paul Romine
Closing Prayer .............................................Ken Walker
Greeters ........................................................... Th.e Fifes
Att. Cards......... .......................... Sebastian & Quadarius
Open & Close Building .......................... Fred Strickland

March 11, 2015
Song Leader .................................................Ken Walker 
Opening Prayer .........................................Frank Hamby. 
Closing Prayer ....................................... Joh.n McSh.ane

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  March 1, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class ...................................... Jim Turner
Prayer ............................................................. Sam Crow
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements ............................................ Sam Crow 
Song Leader ............................................ Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .................................Bobby. Sh.eumaker
Closing Prayer ......................................David Anderson
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................David Williams
Opening Prayer .......................................... Hiram Kemp
Closing Prayer ..........................................Steve Hunley.
Greeters .................................................. Th.e Andersons
Att. Cards ........................................................Ian & Paul 
Open & Close Building .......................... Fred Strickland
                         Wed. March 4, 2015
Song Leader ...........................................  Jason Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................Ch.arles Paulin
Closing Prayer ..........................................Steve Hunley.

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Feb 1  ................................... $5,400.50
Feb 8 .................................... $5,307.85
Feb 15 .................................. $4,593.50
Feb 22 .................................. $4,389.00
Contribution Average ......... $4,593.78
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

C.J. Grimes .................... Table  ...................Joh.n McSh.ane
Antonio Martin ............... Assist ..............................Ph.il Fife

Prayer List
Our Members: Jacqueline Dopwell, Faith West, Duane 

Nelson, Margaret Coone, Rosalind Coleman & Sharon 
Washington.

Relatives:  Jimmy Puckett, & Wayne Hendrix. 
Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 

Burton, Dick & Joyce Burbage.
Others:  Jeanne Frye, Janie & Sandy Given, Bill Carroll  

Robie DeWitt, Chrissy Fuessner, Heather Barfield and 
Annie Beth Coone.

Upcoming Events 
March 1st: -Don Iverson our missionary from India will 

speak at the evening service. Please plan to attend to hear 
his report. Also Fellowship in Service will meet after our 
evening worship.

March 7th: -Ladies Brunch here at South Florida Ave. at 
9:00 a.m. The sign up sheet for food is on the bulletin 
board. 

March 6-7th: -Men’s Retreat at Central Florida Bible Camp. 

March

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
Message this Week

.“God’s Name”
WONN 1230 or WLKF 1430  or on web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Thank You
Thank you for all the cards and prayers after my surgery. I 

am glad to be a part of such a great Christian family.
In Christian love, Nicole Dix

Sympathy
Our prayers go out to Dorothy Trice, who’s great niece 

passed away last Sunday as the result of a car accident.

Hither Thither and Yon
Sam and Judy Crow are in Ohio at this time caring for a 

close friend.

Visitors
Kimberlea & Shelby Cox, Darnell & Jane Kirkland, John 

Osborn, Landon Plata, Rupert Sunanan, John Rothe, Alicia 
Smith and Letraile Woodard.



Sunday, March 1 Bible Bowl team members will meet 
in the fellowship room at 4:00 p.m. No matter how well we did 
on the test, there is always room for improvement! 
Saturday, March 7 We will host the Ladies Brunch. 
This is a great opportunity for girls to serve the Lord!
Sunday, March 8 Will be our L2L Sunday. Our young 
people and those who work with them will meet at 2:00 to 
continue working on their projects and events. We love you!
Tuesday, March 10 FSOP’s ladies class with Katy 
Franson teaching a lesson on Potipher’s wife. Great opportunity 
for our girls to learn God’s word and enjoy the fellowship!
Sunday, March 15 Bible Bowl team members will 
meet at 4:00 p.m. to keep learning God’s word! 

The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 
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Brian

The prophet Micah wrote, “Who is a God like You, Pardoning iniquity And passing over the transgression of 
the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in mercy” (Mic. 7:18). 
Nehemiah acknowledged, though Israel rebelled against the Lord, “You are God, Ready to pardon, Gracious and 
merciful, Slow to anger, Abundant in kindness, And did not forsake them” (Neh. 9:17). God’s pardon is abun-
dant (Isaiah 55:7). The Parable of the Prodigal Son bears this out so much that it could be called the Parable of the 
Forgiving Father (Luke 15:11-32). God will forgive even the vilest of sinners if they truly repent. There is no such 
thing as a person being “too bad” for God to forgive (cf. Isaiah 1:18). John said that if God’s people “confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). There 
are some notable people mentioned in the Bible who were grievous sinners, yet were forgiven. First, consider the 
first converts added to the church.  They took part in crucifying Jesus, yet they received forgiveness (Acts 2:38, 
41, 47). Second, the Corinthians were “fornicators … idolaters … adulterers … homosexuals … sodomites  … 
thieves … covetous … drunkards … revilers … extortioners,” but they were “washed 
… sanctified … justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God” 
(1 Cor. 6:9-11). Third, even the apostle Paul, the “chief” of sinners, who persecuted 
Christians, was forgiven (1 Tim. 1:12-16). Aren’t you glad God forgives?

The God of Forgiveness

Mark Your Calendar

Zsazeli, Shannon, Jagie, and Brian. Thank You! 

Great youth group event! Attending: Sophia, Kathy, 
Staci, Ian, Emily, Antonio, Katrina, Connor (from 
Sebring Parkway), Tucker, Kyle, Lorelly, Madison, 
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