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Is it “God ” or “a god ”?
Bradley S. Cobby

They come to the door, always wanting to study the Bible with you. They are very 
sincere in their beliefs, and they have converted many throughout the years. They 

are the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and we need to be able to withstand and combat their false 
teachings. Many of their false ideas could be pointed out, but this article will only deal 
with one.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that Jesus was the very first created being, and not 
God in the flesh. In an attempt to justify themselves in this teaching, they have produced 
their own version of the Bible (the New World Translation), which blatantly changes the 
meaning of certain passages. The most glaring example of this is John 1:1, which in their 
version reads, “In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word 
was a god.” Almost all other translations say “and the Word was God.” They appeal to a 
non-existent Greek rule for this change, yet oddly enough do not follow their made-up 
rule in the other four cases that appear in the very same chapter! If one were to follow this 
supposed rule, the Bible would say the following: “There was a man sent from a god” 
(John 1:6), “as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of a god” 
(John 1:12), “which were born, not…of the will of man, but of a god” (John 1:13), “no 
man has seen a god at any time” (John 1:18). Can you see how ridiculous this becomes, 
just from this small sampling?

Colossians 1:16 states of Jesus Christ, “for by him were all things created…all 
things were created by him and for him.” However, in the New World Translation, they 
have added a word, so that it reads “by means of him all [other] things were created… 
All [other] things have been created through him and for him.” They added the word 
“other” to imply that Jesus was first created, and thus was not God. The Bible is very 
clear that Jesus indeed was “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). Jesus called Himself “I AM” 
(John 8:58), which is the same name God used for Himself (Exodus 3:14). God is to be 
worshipped (Revelation 22:9; Matthew 5:10). Though righteous men and heavenly angels 
refused worship (Acts 14:8-18, Revelation 22:8-9), Jesus, who had no sin (1 Peter 2:21-
22), accepted worship on more than one occasion (Matthew 14:33; John 9:35-38). If Jesus 
is not God, He sinned in accepting worship and calling Himself “I AM.”

Do not be fooled by the claims of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. They try to sneak their 
translation in and say, “It’s basically just like the King James Version.” To put it simply, 
this is a lie. If their version is correct, then the KJV (and just about every other translation) 
is blasphemous for calling Jesus God. Yet, if the King James Version (and just about every 
other translation) is correct in stating that Jesus is God, the New World Translation is 
blasphemous for denying it! Brethren, there is no middle ground in this matter!



Outcast, Criminals and Drunks
Are Welcome

Dale Parsley

After graduating from preaching school, a preacher friend of mine located at a small congregation 
in hopes of building it up. The previous minister still worshipped there, and one day as he was 
showing the new minister around, he gave him a piece of “advice.” “Do not knock on the doors 

of those who were lower class, but focus on the people with nicer homes in wealthier neighborhoods who 
would be able to give more money to the church.” Needless to say, the plan did not work.

In recognizing those who showed the greatest interest in Jesus, Phillip Yancey, in his book The Jesus I 
Never Knew, makes the following observation: “The more unsavory the characters, the more at ease they 
seemed to feel around Jesus. People like these found Jesus appealing: a Samaritan social outcast, a military 
officer of the tyrant Herod, a quisling tax collector, a recent hostess to seven demons… In contrast, Jesus 
got a chilly response from more respectable types. Pious Pharisees thought Him uncouth and worldly, a rich 
young ruler walked away shaking his head, and even the open-minded Nicodemus sought a meeting under 
the cover of darkness.” (Yancey, p. 147) Yancey rightly notes further that circumstances are the opposite 
today. Churches can be unfriendly, unkind and uninterested in to the souls of alcoholics, drug addicts, 
prostitutes, criminals, the homeless, outcasts and even the poor. Consider the following brief points that 
can help us to be more like Jesus in reaching out to the lost both in the worship assembly and outside the 
meetinghouse.

1. Be friendly, welcoming and humble. Because of his appearance, social and economic status, the 
visiting poor man was mistreated by the church in the worship assembly (James 2:1-3), while the rich man 
was treated as one ought to be treated, but for the wrong motives. Regardless of one’s career, lifestyle, race, 
gender, age, social, economic or political status, Jesus was a friend to sinners.

2. Express to them the hope of change for a better life in Christ. Some people stoop so low in a sinful 
lifestyle that they actually lose all hope for a better life. Remember that (a) It is the person who realizes he 
is spiritually sick that the great Physician came to heal (Matthew 9:12); (b) the person who realizes he is 
spiritually poor will do something about his circumstances (Matthew 5:3), and (c) the sinner who mourns 
over his sins will be comforted (Matthew 5:4).

3. Reveal to them the God whose love is unconditional and is willing to forgive anyone and 
any sin. Some may think their sins are so bad that God could not forgive them for what they have done. 
Keep in mind that even the individuals who wrongfully arrested Him, told lies about Him, twisted His 
words, mocked Him, spit on Him, beat Him and derided Him while on the cross, still witnessed a love 
and willingness to be forgiven when Jesus said “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do” 
(Luke 23:34).

4. Be patient and encouraging. Everyone starts his journey of faith somewhere. Change does not 
occur overnight. Relapse can occur, and discouragement may lead to backsliding. Instead of scorn and ill-
willed criticism, mature Christians cannot tolerate sin, but ought to be gentle in correcting sin (Galatians 
6:1-2) and patient (1 Thessalonians 5:14; Matthew 7:12). Let us not lose sight that love is patient, kind, does 
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth and it bears, believes, hopes and endures all things (1 
Corinthians 13:4-7).



Sunday February 8, 2015   
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .............................Tucker Sweeney.
Prayer .......................................................David Williams.
                                     10:30 A.M.  
Announcements .......................................Kenny. French
Song Leader ............................................ Jas.on Hendrix
Opening Prayer ............................................  Sam Crow
Closing Prayer .................................................. Phil Fife
                                     6:00 P.M.Song Leader ............................................. Stacey. Paulin
Opening Prayer .................................... Jimmy. Sweeney.
Closing Prayer ..........................................Ky.le Williams.
Greeters .......................................Kenny. & Reba French
Att. Cards......... ........................................... Ian and Paul
Open & Close Building .....................Bobby. Sheumaker

February 11, 2015
Song Leader .................................................Ken Walker 
Opening Prayer .........................................Frank Hamby. 
Closing Prayer ....................................... John McShane

SFA FAMILY MATTERS 

Please meet in the library.  If you cannot 
serve, please call Chuck Wyatt so he can get 

a replacement - 859-5231 

Sunday,  February 1, 2015
9:30 A.M.

Song at Bible Class .....................................Ken Walker
Prayer .....................................................David Anders.on
                                     10:30 A.M.    
Announcements .......................................Kenny. French 
Song Leader ............................................ Jas.on Hendrix
Opening Prayer .................................Bobby. Sheumaker
Closing Prayer ........................................ Antonio Martin
                                      6:00 P.M. 
Song Leader ............................................. Stacey. Paulin
Opening Prayer ........................................... C.J. Grimes.
Closing Prayer ........................................... Hiram Kemp.
Greeters ..................................... Jas.on & Jenna Hendrix
Att. Cards .................Quadarius. As.kew & Paul Sweeney.
Open & Close Building .....................Bobby. Sheumaker
                         Wed. February 4, 2015
Song Leader ...........................................  Jas.on Hendrix
Opening Prayer .......................................Charles. Paulin
Closing Prayer ..................................Bobby. Sheumaker

~   HOW ARE WE GIVING   ~  .  
Jan 4  ................................... $4,223.45
Jan 11 .................................. $4,277.60
Jan 18 .................................. $4,357.80
Jan 25 .................................. $4,200.50
Contribution Average ......... $4,264.84
2015 Weekly Budget ........... $4,302.98

SCHEDULED TO SERVE

David Anders.on ............. Table  ................... David Williams.
Paul Romine ................. Assist ................... Robert Coop.er

Prayer List
Our Members: Jim Turner is awaiting test results. Evelyn 

Wyatt’s test results came back good and she is at home 
recuperating. Ron & Judy Ford, Faith West, Duane 
Nelson, Margaret Coone, Rosalind Coleman & Sharon 
Washington.

Relatives:  Jimmy Puckett, & Wayne Hendrix. 
Shut In Members: Ann Howard,Virginia Plumlee, Bill 

Burton, Dick & Joyce Burbage.
Others:  Jeanne Frye, Janie & Sandy Given, Bill Caroll & 

Robie DeWitt.

Upcoming Events 
Jan. 30th, 31st & Feb. 1st: - Gospel meeting at the So. 

Hillsborough Church of Christ in Ruskin. Students from 
the FSOP will be the speakers. See bulletin board for 
more information. 

Feb. 1st-4th: - Gospel Meeting at Sebring Parkway Church 
of Christ. The speaker is Don Blackwell of Southaven, 
Mississippi. See bulletin board for details

Feb. 7th: - Ladies Day at the Sebring Church of Christ starts 
at 9:30. Breakfast and registration at 8:30. Jagie Kenyon 
will be the speaker. See bulletin for details.

Feb. 20th-22nd: -Gospel Meeting at the Church of Christ 
of Sebastian. The speaker will be Melvin Otey. See the 
bulletin board for more info.

Feb. 21st: -Ladies Day at the Hilltop Church of Christ. The 
speaker will be Reba Okolo of Charlotte, NC. See bulletin 
board for more details.

Mar. 15th-18th: -Gospel Meeting at the Central Church of 
Christ in Clearwater. The speaker will be David Sain of 
West Fayetteville, TN. See the bulletin board for more 
information.

February

  HEAR OUR RADIO SPOTS
This Week’s Message
“Preparation”

1230 or 1430 on radio dial or web page
www.southfloridaavenuechurchofchrist.com

Visitors
Mr. & Mrs. B.J. Johnson.



Sunday, Feb. 1 Bible Bowl practice for our Bible 
Bowl team members (Courtney, Olivia, Kyle, Lorelly, Sophia, 
Antonio, Tucker, and Darrenicka). Meet at 3 pm at the Kenyons.
Sunday, Feb. 8 L2L day beginning at 2:00 pm at the 
church building. We are very thankful for our young people and 
all those who work with them. Our kids are worth the sacrifice!
Weekend, Feb. 20-22 YES Weekend 2015 hosted 
by Forrest Park, Valdosta. The theme: SCARS. We will be 
registering very soon. See Brian if you want to attend!

The End of Your Search for a Friendly Church . . . 
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Brian

The New Testament church is a family (Eph 3:14-15), where God is the father (Mt. 23:9), and the members are His 
children (Rom. 8:16; Gal. 3:26). Family members should treat one another a certain way. In the New Testament, 
there are many verses that contain the exact phrase “one another.” A compilation of these verses reveal exactly 
how family members in Christ should and should not treat one another. This article will look at how we should 
treat one another. In the first place, how we treat one another should be regulated by love. Paul wrote, “Owe no 
one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law” (Rom. 13:8). Loving one 
another has been taught by God from the beginning (1 Thes. 4:9; 1 John 3:11). “And this is His commandment: 
that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment” 
(1 John 3:23). Loving one another is an indication that we are “born of God” and “know God” (1 John 4:7). Be-
cause God loves us, we ought to love one another, and when we truly love one another, God “abides in us” and 
“His love has been perfected in us” (1 John 4:11-12). With love as the overriding 
principle, members of God’s family must treat one another in the following ways. 
(1) “Be of the same mind toward one another” (Rom. 12:16), which means to be 
focused on the same overall goals of faithfulness to God and fulfilling His will. (2) 
We are to “comfort each other and edify one another” (1 Thes 5:11), (continued below)

How To Treat “One Another”

(continued from above) which means to build each other up, 
rather than tearing down. (3) We are to “receive one 
another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of 
God” (Rom. 15:7), which means we are to accept each 
other despite flaws in character and/or weaknesses. (4) 
We are to “exhort one another daily” (Heb. 3:13; 10:24-
25), which is to call upon and encourage each other. (5) 
We are to “bear with one another in love” (Eph 4:2), 
which means to exercise patience with one another in 
love. (6) We are also to be forgiving of one another, as 
Paul wrote, “bearing with one another, and forgiving 
one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; 
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do” (Col. 
3:13). How we treat one another is a testimony to the world, 
for better or worse! Let us treat one another in such a way 
that others will be attracted to Jesus  

All who worked behind the scenes to  
make the FSOP lectureship great! Our 
young people attended and helped!


